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« The Inrod x. 


T hath al.vays been accounted more Reaſonable 
to doubt of Prixciples firlt,and then to throw off 
the DeduRtions that naturally ariſe from them, 
chen to conteſt the Concluſions, when the Princi- 
ples or Premiſſes are granted. This occaſioned 
that ſaying of Pics IMiranaula, That the Spe- 
culative Atheiſt was the greateſt prodigy, but one, andthat was the 
Praflical eAtheift. To acknowledg Chriſtian Religion to be true, 
and conſequently that without ſincere ebedience to all Chrifis 
*Precepts, noc one:y che infinite rewards of the Goſpel are for- 
feired, but the infinite torments become our portion; and yet 
to live lives of profaneneſs, and luxury, and indulgence to eyery 
liberty, that ſuites with our kumors, without fear, or diſcom- 
feiture of minde, is a /ſzortneſs of diſcourſe, that no man that hath 
conſideration enough to eximine, or judgement” to compare, 
can chooſe but diſcern and condemne in himſelf. As therefore 
| the * Epicrwrean that was reſolved not to be repreſt, or live in 
the awe of Religion, and Prieffs, counted it but neceflary to dif- 
believe the perpetuity of tormencs beyond this life, ſo hath it 
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been Satans method (and the advantage which he hath taken of 
theſe times, from the commonneſs of caſting down m0unds and 
Leages, of diſpmting, and queſtioning the molt eſtablitht Truths) 
to offer it tothe Reaſon and Judgment of his Clients, Whe- 
ther it be not more caſte and hopeful to break up the foundation 
it (clf, then, while that remains in its firmneſs, to demoliſh thar 
which is erefFed upon it, and by entangling men in thoſe prafices, 
which render them uncapable of receiving benefit by Chriſtianity, 
to oblige them to endeavour to caſt off the dolF-ies, and to rid Þ 
themſelves from the ill conſequences of it. Thus have ſome 


men taught themſelves the 5&:/, and dexterity of wavelliag 


prixciples, and by giving themſelves 1;5erty to a:/ovey Chriſt in 
ſome pleaſant, or gainful particulars, have at laſt 1n their own dee 
feace (that they may /a/ve their pheomena, and appear con7ruemns 
£0 themſelves) arrived calmly to the /corners charr, the caſting oft 
Chriſtianity itſelf, os | 

| In (tad of gainleſs complaints, I ſhall therefore haſten to give 
ſome check to this growing ez4/, and reduce the whole matter of 
debate to theſe two heads, 

Firit, I ſhall conſider the Grownds of (hriſtiavity in the groſs, 
'or bulk, all of it torether, and in ſome meaſure, julttfie rhe real 04s 
blexeſs of them ; and then ſecondly, I ſhall deſcend in the etai/, 
to the ſurvey and virdication of thoſe particular branches of 
Chriſtianity, which appear to men at this time to be leaſt ſuppor- 


_ ted with Rea/os. | 


Caray. 1, 


The Groxnas of Chriſtianity, or the Reaſons upon whiol, 


men embrace Chriſtian Religion in the groſs, all of it 
zogether. RI 


N lieu of the many grownds (or ſeveral branches, and improve- 
E ments of the ſame oxe complicated ground) which*other men 
have vety rationally enlarged on, This preſent diſcourſe (which 
deſires not to expatiate,nor to ſuppoſe theReader to have renoun- 
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ced his Chriftianity wholly)ſha! confine it ſelf to theſe Ewo heads: 
Firſt, the Teſt:mory on which Chriftiazity 15| built : Secondly, 
The Matar: that thoſe, which embrace it, all reap by it. 
The firſt will render the belief rarzonall, and es iT 17936011; 
to doubt of it. The ſecond will render the btlicf gataful, and 
conclude it molt wncharitable to our ſelves, yea, and #1 afe, and 
treacherous not to. adhere toit. The firſt will pronounce it, with 
the Apoſtle, 2 faith?al /aying ; the Tecond, Worthy of all accepta- 
tion, The firſt will reconcileit to our ne the fecond to out 
hearts : The firit will give it poſl-flion of our raderſtandings 
the ſecond will raviſh our wills with th- bo auty and luſter 
of it, 
The Te/fimeny on which we beleive ( bafiaeiry 4.e. on which Sec?, 2, 
we beleive that Chriſt was ſent from God, to reveal his Fathers 
will unto us, and to be beleivel in ail that he delivered to the 
World, ( which, when it ts be/e;ved, it necellarily follows, that 
all and: every part of Cirifi Religion 15 nfallibly true , and 
capadle of no farther doubting) is tho moſt i hoe and £24: 
21ncing Of beleif,or faith, hich can be imagined, 

For if the Apofle had not ſaid it, it is yer 11 it ſelf moſt evi- got 
Cert to common ſenſe, That Feak eommeth by nay 2; Ee, that 
I cannot believe any thing to be true on any berter, ny On any 
other ground, but onely that I hear ze thus 4; oo And as 
the / affirmation IS, ſuch 1s the bel: ef < If the aff: tr mation b2 from 
a fa llible perſon, from a meer man, the &el:ef muſt be 2 fallib!e 
belivf,but if the perſon 2ffirming be if alliblejthen is the « Lelicf £15 
7allible alſo. | 

That infallible affirmcy is but one, wa, Gol, of whoſe 1 natnie Fre? 
it is, tO be Veracions, to be able to do any thing, but to 1ts, 
which was alſo affirmed by Chriſt ont of the Principle: of com- 
mon nature, Let Goa be trwe, and every man ali, 1, e, thouzh 
no wfallibility of ih; ps can be attributed to any meer man, 
yet whatſoever is reftified by God, doth certainly deſerve:to b 
fully credited, 

And therefore if God hall re life the truth of any thing, Seff, <, 
there can be no farther ſcruple or poſſibility of doubting, or far. 
peRing the truth of what is fo teſtified, then there is areal ape, 
whether the God of Heaven be Gol, or whether the G2. of truth, 
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be the father of Lies: which asit is degree above the denying of 


Chriſt, and above the infidelicy either of the Few, or Mahome- 
raxe, or even of Heatheniſm it ſelf, in that notion, wherein ic 


2 TohvSItarug 
Tov tray, 


Gignities the 2 acknowledgment of wore gods then one, ( for all 
that have adored any deity, have acknow!cdged that God, or gods 


\ to b ſpeak nothing but trath ) lo is the pretending to it peculiar 


b a>nbeuca $3 fe 
Rs "to very few ſince the beginning of the World. There 


"IT e76p -—=y | —_—y 
CyETHir, being not many that appear in ſtory to have affirmed that 
© there is no Ged'at all, and thoſe not able to perſivade 


others; that they did believe themſelves when they ſo af- 


firmed. 
Set. 6b. 


' 


'Now this affirmation or teftification of God, that (hriſt was 
ſent from him,to declare his will to us. ec. ( upon which being 


once ſuppoſed, the truth of all Chriftian Religion truly fo called, 
is immediately and infallibly founded ) hath more then one way 
been authentically interpoſed. Such are the many repeated 
| reſtimonies of the Prephets in the Old Teſtament (which finding a 
perfe& completion in Chri/,and none but Chri/,do amount ro a 
divine teftimony.)Such was the coming of the Agel to Mary the 
HMeother of (thrift, and to Elizabeth the Mother of [55% Baprift, 
in the New Teſtament ; as allo the Star which lighred the wiſe 
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guſdam inſolite non mor- 
bos moreſque prerimndros , 
ſed defienſum Det wncrd- 
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men of the Eaſt unto-him, ( and of which the * Hea- 
thens themſelves have affirmed, not onely that it was 
an eſpecial Star, that never before appeared in the 
Heeven, but alſo that it had a portentows ſrgnificancy, 
pointing at the deſcent of a venerable God, for the ſal- 
vation of men, and the goed of Mortals ) So again that 
of the Aſiracles wrought by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
which are another kinde of Geoas ſpeaking to: us i» 
men, and upon Earth ( particularly that of raifizg 
the dead) and are by the Apoſtles Ityled, what in 


reaſon they are, demonſtrations, Als 2.22. and reſti- 


fications of God himſelfe, Heb. 2. 4+ But above all 
his own Re/urrefion out of the Grave, after he had 
been Crucitied by them. God by thus raiſing him 
is ſaid ( moſt truly according to the'ditates of rra- 


9/%y Tal, ſoa ) (C0) have A £8ven to all men Faith, 1.0, 21 argument of fill 
convilien, that he was what he pretended -co be, and fo 


0 


| 
f 


of Chriſtie Religion, 


3 
—_  — 


 D—_— 


— — 


5 


Omm—_—— WWI—oo— > oro oc eee rc rn 


to8 ſer him ont as the perſon © be believed on, h being powerfully 3 ey uoniTh 
and deter minately pointed ont, by that great 3, robe the Son of a1 Ini pom 


Goa. But becauſe all of theſe would much lengthen this di/cour/c 
above the deſigned proportion, and becauſe each of them are 
Iargely infilted on by others, and becauſe no|reflimeny is ordi- 
nariſy deemed more Aznthentich, then that of audible voice, I 
{all therefore chooſe principally. co inſiſt on that one ordinary 
way of Gods teſtifying to men, known to the fews by thetitle 
of &5 MI, the daughter of veuce, or of thunder, {. e, 4 revelation 


. from Heaven, delivered in (or coming out of the midlt of) thnx- 
_ der, which ay the cs, was the ſpeciall way of Gods revealins 


himſelf under the ſecond Temple. 

And by this God three times gave teſtinwny | to Chriſt. Firſt 1m- 
mediately after his Bapti/m, Behold,the Heavens were opened to him, 
t, £. Viſibly and miraculouſly parted aſunder,azd he, i. e. Joh that 
baptize 2d him, /aw the Spirit of God deſcending like a Dove, ana com- 

ing upon him,.e deſcending, as a Dove deſcends upon 2ny thing, 
viſibly hovering. & lightning on them, Azad beha/a,a voice ont of the 
Heavens ſajing,i.e.as the Heavens parted aſunder, 3 clap of thun- 


der came out, and with it a voice delivering theſe words, T hrs 4, 


25) beloved Sonze, in Whom I am well pleaſed, {. e. this is my Son, 
whom I have ſent, his comming to the world, and his 1 kertaking 
is perfeRtly agreeable to, and hath its original wholly from my 
wil : From which teſtimony of God's, it ts conſequ: nt, That what- 
ſoever he teaches, comes from G4, ard is to be embraced, ET 
that which is perfeRly his 77/1), and Law. And it is obſervable 
that in one of the old prophecies of the 1e//iah, where it is fore- 
told, that Gods Spirit fromld deſcend upon him, it/is atfirmed almolt 
in the very words, which'were here ſaid to come out ofthe 15ua- 
arr, that thy was Geas beloved, 1n when his ſenl (1. 2, he ) Was well 


pleaſed. 


were authentically re/?ified) Peter, and fumes, and Zoin, be- 
ing all with him in a mountain, Beboll, a lightfom clona over- 
ſhadowed them, and a woice out of the cloud, ſaywg, This is 
. my beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleaſed : Hear him. Giving an 


unqueſtioned anthority C8) ail, that (honid ever come FRVOrn him 
after, 'Thir6ly. 


- So again a ſecond time, in FO acl of three ſober men 
( which was the number, by which the weightieſt matters 
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Thirdly, At a time, not long before his death, when he WAS 


a praying to his Father,to glovifie bus Name, A voice came fro Hea- 


wen, {aying, I have both glorified it, avd will gloyific it again, And of 
thim that ſtooa by. ome (aid that ut thunared, others, that it was an. 
Angel that ſpake to him : From both which, it/is eaſily concluded, 
That Goa, whether by, or without the A7n1/?ery of an Angel,wvas 


| heard to fpeakto him out of the Thunarr. 


What was thus done per/ona/ly to Chrriff, was with ſome (mall 
variation prom/ed, (and fo by fohn Bapriſt firlt foretold) that 
{t ſhou'd be perforined (after. his departure) to his Apefles. 
or Ds/ciples, who were to preach. his Doatrine, and what they 
knew of him, after his going out of this world ; and accordingly, 
im the very manner which was fore-to!d, if came to paſs, as all 
other things foretold by him, did punRtaally follow. For as 
they were all together ; there Was [nadenly a noiſe from Heaven, as 
of a vielent wind, ard filed the whole honſe where they ſate. And 
ſo this (ſtyl:d the i Baptizing them with the Holy Ghoſt, 1. e. 
Receiving them with a far higher (ceremony then that of Bapriſm,, 
Viz, With a ſhining glorioms deſcent of the Spirit of God upon 
them) did at once give them thetr { ommſton from Heaven, and 
Was 2 teſitmexy Of Goa h:imſelf,That what they ſhould teach from 
Chriſt, was the very doRtine,which Ged required to be embraced 
by the World, 

And ofthis ſort there was yet farther one moſt eminent paſe 
fage. A known and eminent Jew, one $4u/, who by his Set ( 2 
Zhariſce) and by his extraordinary warmth, and zeal to the 
Zewiſh Law, in oppoſition to Chriſtiamty, had interefled himſelf 
profcſtiy in the perſecnring of it, had a'principall hand in the put- 
ting St. Stephen to dearh (as appears by the witnrſſes, laying their 
oarmerts at by: feet. AQt5 7. 58.) and was engaged in a molt vehe- 


- ?nent, bloody defigne againſt the Chriſtiansin Damaſcus, and ha- 


ving gotten Lerrers of Commiſſion from the High Prieſt to that 
purpoſe, Af: 9.1. was now very rapefsl upon his way thither ; 
This man thus breathing out threataings, and ſlaughters apainſi 
the Church, and as he was cloſe to Damaſcrs, his journeys end, 
on a fucden a {gt from Heaven ſhene al ont him, like liohtning 
Azxſhivg {bout his eats ; and falling ro 14e 070944, by thar means 


he hears @ voce ſaying tg him, Sard, $:1l, why perſeemeſt 1/01 
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me? In wordsſo convincingly delivered, that he knew xaſuredly 

that it was God, that by an Angel thus appeared , ind ſpak- _ 
him ; and thercupon he gave anlwer immediately, Who art thou 
Lord ? The voice repiyed, / am Peſus whom thou perſernte/t, with 
the addition cf other words, which ſtruck him into fuch 3 
| korroy, that immediately trembling, 3nd in apony of Pajſica , He 
lard, Lord Vrhat wilt thou. have me ta do? And w3s 192in In- 
ſwered, what hs ſhold do, Go arts the City, and there he ſhould 
receive particular Direftions, Which accordingly happened, 

and this perſon became iminediately 2 prime Apsjtle, or Preacher 
of Chriſtianity, This thing was not done prevatey, but very cir- 
cumſtance of the ſtory was publickly known at that time ; his 
Letters from the High Prieſt were known to the . $arhedrin.; 
and before he came to Damaſcus, the news of them was come 
thither, ſo far, that Ananias a Chriſtian there, that in 2 v1/19 
from God was bid to goto him in ſuch ahcuſe, made this ob- 
jeRion againſt obeying the command, Thar this was the mar, 
that had done ſo much miſchief, and was now come with ft ich I 
(ommiſſion £0 apprehend 11] that prote, t the wor Zip If Cortif 1 

that place. And beſides, there was company with him on the 
way, when the prog:gy -felhim and all they -earg :-2 Doe, 


and ſaw n0 boy, Grrth Tis true indeed, that in one r-lation of 
_ that paſſage, 4s 22. 9. it is laid, That they ear 1 rot the 4 01Ce, 
But that /as all ks ſceming contragudtign; of the Sr ormys) 


is eaſily falved by obſerving, "That the word = in Hevrep, 
which ſignifies 3 toce, Hignifies' changer Alſo, 15 Hove, t 2. 24 
IVheſe woice, 1. e, . T bunder ſpaketh the earth, 1nd fo very often. 
And fo where i tis faid, That they heard rhe 2:52, the fente ts, 
That they heard the : bunder, which was joyned with the /:7 bros g 
that AAaſht about him ; and when ir is ſaid, They ear ; 7 Ws 
V9:ce, it is exprett in the place, what is meant by it. 7 vey heard 
wot the voice of bim that (pake to him, 1. | The voice of Chriſt 
immediately appear ing from Heaven, 3nd : WH, 77 neo him. ber: al. 
Saxl, &c. but onely /4Wv the lightning, and veara the” rhruncer : 
bur what was {aid to my he onely heard ;that was concerned 
in it; but by che effec? * 5 « hs 43 wers, 3nd contequ 1enc - 297 e. The Y 
eaſily 43/cernea that alſo, though they years it not, This tory 
did this man alwaics WOW 1S 3 #0797 1046 Trach, whentoucyer he 

O | . is. 
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was called in queltion by fews or Romans, for Preaching Chriſt... | 
and there was never any queſtion made of the truth of ic : And 
this went for his {ommiſ/ton to be an «Apefle of Chriſt ; and 
he never ſought for any other : And after doing more ſervice 
in the Chxrch, then all the reſt of Chriffs own ( regularly cho/ey, 
and deſigned ) Apoſtles, be at. laft laid down his fe for 
the zeftimony of that Truth , which before this he had ſo ſharply 
” perſecmted, | 11: 
Se. 12, This is not all yet ; for at the beginning of the diffuſion of the 
 __ Gofpelto the Gentile World, and for the declaring of Gods Will 
1n that particular, there was not onely a vi/ftox to Cornelius, and 
an extaſie, and an audible voyce from Heaven to Saint Peter, in 
theſe words, eA4riſe Peter, kill and eat, ( the obſcurity of which 
words, and of the repre/entation, to which they belonged, was 
preſently interpreted by the effet.) But beyond both theſe, 
it follows, That at-the Preaching of Peter to Cornelins, and the 
relt 'of his company of Gentile believers , the Hily Ghoſt fell 
6) all that heard the Word, 1. &, probably came down upon 
x. chem in ſome way of wi/ible appearance, ( the like a as 
« ACS 10: 44. before had befaln the Apoſtles, ) or if not ſo, yer in fach_ 
__—_— manner, asevidenced it ſeif by giving them power of ſpeak: 
46 F2 ing firange languages, and other gifts, and graces, firting chem 
: for ſeveral conditions in the Charch : And this was {ſeen b 
_ the Zewws, that were very far from being inclinable to believe 
: ſuch athing of Gearz/es, and being convinced by the evidence, 
b Vel 45. bywercaſioniſhed at it, rapt with admiration at; the ftirangeneſs, but 
no way dowbting the truth of it ; And it ſo fell our, that Perey 
afterwards being called in queſtion by other 7ews, for what he 
had then done in Preaching to Gert:iles , ( which they thought 
utterly unlawful ) by this relation of the de/cert! of the Holy 
EP as 11.15. Ghoſt upon thoſe Gentiles, © he ſatisfied them ; which ſure he 
peg 19.6. could not have done, if there had remained any doubt of the 
5 _ truth of it, And the ſame fell out again to the Ephe/ſian Diſciples, 
and the zrath that it did fo, was evidenced, by their ſpeaking all 
ſtrange languages (which they had never learned ) ana prophecying, 
Two gifts, which were ſo conſtant conſequents of that comng of 
the Holy Ghoſt on any,that they tcltificed it convincingly to thoſe, 
EC: that had no evidence of the fact, | | 


2 The 


of Chriſtian Religion. 2 _ 9 
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The propriety of this deſcent to this turn, and to that other Sec7, 2, 
grand one of giving Commiſions(and anthorizing,and lo reſtifyng 
the tr«th of all that ſhould be tanpht by them,on whom the Sprri _ 
thus deſcended ) may perhaps be better underſtood, by remem- 
| bring the cu#oms appointed by God among the Fews. Thoſe that 
were,among them,called to be Prophers out of their Schools, were 
a\ilumed, and conſecrated to it by axointing, ( a ceremony of ad- 
-ancing to lome eminent office ; and therefore the Chalize Para- 
phraſe for munction, reads ordinarily NI7 advancement, ): Now 
for many yeers, beſore this coming of Chri/?, Prophecy had failed 
among the Fews : Under the ſecond Temple, ſay they, there was 
no Oyl,nor any * way of Revelation,lave onlythat 


a Gradus Reudations Diine 


of the woice from Heaven, Now therefore when 
God was thus pleaſed to ſend His Son, to reveal 
his compleat Will unto the World, and from 
him to continue the ſame, by his Ape#les, and 
others after him ; in ſtead of that ſolemn Ceye- 
mony of Urction, is this viſible de/cenr of the 
Holy Ghoſt on him, and on them,in a ing fiery 
cloud, and with it theſe words of coſecration to 
Chrift, This uu my Beloved Son, &c. and in lieu 
of that voice, the gift of Tongaes,to the Apoſtles, 
and others, This was foretold by one of the 
7ewiſh Prophets long before, That the Lord ronli 
anoint him to Preach, and that the Spirit. of the 


guatuor, Neſudh prophettz per 41/io 
wm, Cf fpcftra. Rua) Hacadoh, 
afflatus Spiritus Santi, Ju: era ſinc 
its, ut in Dauid, G.. krim & 
Tummin in peforalt judicn (ipicde- 


. ſcentia pe&oralis, ſeu Hoſchen prae- 


nuntians Fudes victoriam, cuod 
cellavit ſplendetcere. An. 209.an- 
tequam ego tcriberem, inquir F3- 
ſcthas , cum Deas ivalcerctur ob 
cranſgreffianes Legum, vid. Sud. 
in voce Efbod) & Bail C6 - 
vox celine auditi, tf Nas wo mma ore 


ſub templo ſecunts, 15c. vid. P.F a9 


um in Targum Pextiar, £x04. 


Lord ſreuld be upon him, 1,e. that he ſhould be anented, i 2. vr- 
 auned to. this office of Preachins Gods Will, not by material 97, 

but ſpiritual unction, by the real deſcent of the Spirit of God up- 

on him. And accordingly one of his Diſciples , Satne 7b, 

being to confute a fort of Arntichriftian Hereticks of his time, 

which denied Chri/? to be come realy in the fe, uſeth no other 

Argument, (tg fortifte theny, to whom he writes ) but onely 

the mention of this Tef;mony from Heaten , this deſcent on 

Chrif# and the Apetles, and others, who had inſtruted rhem: 
in Chriſtiamty ; which he vails under the tithe of the T/ncr:o07, 

v2, that znction vulgarly known among them by that name; . 
the unction from the holy One,as he calls it,,e.from God in Heaven, - 
dy which (3s by their Teachers it had been communicated to 
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them ) they krew all rhirgs (.4.e. were lure that the DofAtrine they 
had been taught, was true) and reeded wot to be taught by any, i.e, 
wanted no more A-grments to conhiem this truch unto them : 
That action, as he father addes, teaching them of «/l, !, e. giving 
them ſufficient #/?ractions in that matter, and in all other ſuch 
fundamental truthes of the! Chriſtian Doctrive, teſtified to them 
by thoſe who had been thus azeizted immediately from Heaven, 
authoriſed to teach them Truth : This ſame again, as far as con- 
cerned Chriſt, 1s by another a Evangelical Writer joyned with 
his working of Miracles, and called Gods anointing kim wth the 
Hely Ghoft, and With power, { as in Þ another place.Gods ansi;iting 
him,alone)which is direRly the ſame with that other phraſe uſed 
by Saint Par, the © aemonſtration of the Spirit, an { of power, the 
deſcent of the Spirit, and Working of Airacles : The two things, 
-which he urged to the 7ow3 or Heathens, whereſoever he preach- 
ed, (as things, which he was ſure, they could no more contradiR, 
then demonftrations themſelves, there being ſo many then alive, 
that could witneſs the zr#rh of them. ) In which reſpeR, he after 
tells chem, of Gods having confirmed them isto Chrift, an an- 
ointed ard ſealed them, all in the ſame ſenſe,to fignifie Gods having 


_ afforded them theſe convincing teſtimonies of the zr1uth of Chriſti 
" axaty, preached to them by thoſe, on whom the Ho/y Ghoſt had 


deſcexded and who wrought Airacles among them. 

"That this was a very competent confirmation of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, may yet farther appear by conſtdering, firſt the pe/ons tO 
whom this was to be done, thethen Church of Goa, the veople of 
the Fews, which were acquainted with his wozces, and his Pro- 


_ phuts, and his Occonemies formerly among them : Secondly, the 
matter that was thos to. be confirmed, no greater change, then 


ro which-this way of atteſtation may in reaſon be deemed abun- 
dantly proportionable, For the things to be belrived, onely the 
real completion of {ome things, which had been before foretela, 


_ and the revealing ſome truths, which had been more cb/curely 


repreſented in the Ola Teſtament ; and then thoſe, how high and 
myſterious ſoever, yet being clearly revealed by (riſt,and the A- 
poles in the New, and the explicit belief of them, no further re- 


quired of any, then in proportion to the degree of the revelation 
_ of them, the reves/mpg of them mult be looked on, as the /atiofy- 
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ing of an appetite, a deſire of more kaoWleds (which is naturally in 
all men, and is fjarpered by the having received ſome imperſect 
rayes Of it) and conſequently ſhould not in yeuſon be exp.ed to 
bc attcited with ſuch d PomPp of fignes , and proargtes, as 1m[0- 
rtions Of tazis, and exactings of obediences are wont to be. Then 
for the things to be done in Chriſtianity, the duties and obſervan- 
ces ; It is again conſiderable, that the charge in that reſp:& was 
not {uch, as would dezominate it a xew Relioiog, but only the re- 
forming and perfefting that which was before received among the 
7ews,and the making it more zolerable and eaf12 to be received by 
other parts of the (Gentile) World. The worſhip of the one true 
 Cod..Creator of Heaven and Earth, (contrary to the fal/e worſhips 
of the many gods and zaols of the Heathens,and to all the vmnatural 
luſts attending them) had been ſuthiciently teſtified to the Nation 
of the 7e\vs, by many worces from Heaven , and undeniable 
atceſtations of God himielf (and indeed to other Nations by the 
fearful, miraculous judgments, ſhewn in Eoypt, and on the Cana- 
aaites, under the condudat of Moſes, and Foſoriah, cc. ) and by 
Goas continual rejidiag among that people, and his attefting that 
by the Vim and Thummim, by the ſeveral Prophers ſent by him, 
and the other ways of revel.u/ons, And to thoſe that granted 
all this, it was foretold (ſo often that no Few doubted of it) that 
there ſhouli come days of Reformation, that there thouid come. 
2 CWHeſſics, This was long ago premiſe through all paſſages of 
their ſtory ; to {74am under the title of the Sced of the womaz ; 
to Sem, that God hold dwell or pitch his tabernacle in the Tents 
ef Sem, take fic/) upon him in hrs family ; to Abraham, to Frudah, 
to Davia, and all along through the writings of their Prophers : 
Concerning this A7e/77.ze, their carnal hearts had pre-conceived 
ſome miſtakes, as that he (hou'd be a 'olorio7 King here, and 
make them again, (aftcr their being /xb&ze4 by the Romans) 4 
molt 2:orious, 075r:0:44 people on Earth, and this, howſoever 
they demean'd themſelves, onely by the priviled; of having A- 
braham (to whom great promiſes were made) ro their father, At 
laſt this 2/e/ias (otherwiſe deſcribed by their Prophets, as one 
that (hould come in a mean. and /owly manner, no way defireable 
to the eye of the world, 7/a. 53. ) comes jult as he had been fore- 
#o1d, 3 forerumaer being ſent —_— him, on purpoſe to prepare 
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bu way, to diſpoſſels them of their fond perſwaſions of their ab 
ſolute elefien (by having Abraham to their father ) and pointing 


him out particularly as the Sox of Gol, the AZeſſias that was now 
to be received (as he had been ſo greeasly, and fo long expected) 
by them. This forerunner, that thus forctold, and after pointed 
him out, was (as they, that crwcified Chriſt, confets) by all the 
* Zews taken for a Prophet. And moreover to this reſtimony of 
this acknowledged Prophet, comes in the addition of-the 'm1zacx- 
lo:14 deſcent of the holy Spirit, and the voice from Heaven, and all 
that hath been mentioned conſequznt to that. And to thoſe, 

among whom this had always been acknowledged an arthenrick 
way of attefting Gods will, nothing could be more required but 
this ; Chriſt then (or God himſelf in bumaxe zature, a\lumed of 
A virgin, and born after a ſupernatural manner) when he came to 
thirty yeers old (the age of a Doctor among that people) ets to 
this buſineſs, which it-was forctold he ſhould perform, tells them 
how the former law was to be reformed, (and eſpecially their 
former lives, from external obſervances to znternall purities) 


and how to be fied up, and perfected in ſome particulars ; and 
then lightly changes ſome ceremonies cuſtomary among chem, 
_ and arcorbmodatest them to preſent uſe, removes the wall of &. 


viſion, which had been between zhemn, and all the reſt of the 
world, ſhews them, that that was meant onely to Keep. them 


from imitating the Hearhens js, and now that there was more 


need that Heathens, and they ſhould /ove one another, and 


Joyn to reform both their lives , and practice Chriſtiar Ives, 


then keep that /zpercilions diſtance from one another ; and in 2 
word, he brings the whole matterto ſuch a model, as all other 
men, but the 7ews, like extremely better,then that which was be- 

fore among them , and conſequently , come in, in ſholes, at 
the preachiug of it: And the 7ews, that doe not fo, acknow- 
ledge the onely reaſon why they do not; to be their zeal to 
their law of outward performances, and the per/waſros of their 
abſolute elefion, that is, in effeR, that they had no other quar- 


rel to him,: but onely that he did not teach the do@rines thar 
they /thed, and were before imbued with , which if he had, 


he had by that very means done contrary to the prophecies by 


J them allowed of, which forctold he ſhould work a reformarros. 
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Upon theſe wnreaſonable terms, they crucifie him : And by their 
doing ſo., more wonderful atteſtations yet are given t0 all this, 


In his very death the Sun is miraculouſſy eclip/ed, at a time'of 


the Moon, when by nature it was ablolutely impoſſible, and fo far 
againſt all rules of e Aſtronomy, that learned men in other places 
took notice of it to be a vie/ence done to nature, which mult fig - 


nifie ſome great matter. Then a prodigy befalls the Temple, and . 


that a very ſignificant ove, Thenwhe bodes of many dead men a- 
riſe and go to fernſalem, and are ſeen by many, Burt above all, he 


himſelf >:/erh from the dead,and Angels again are ſent to give no. 


tice of it ; And thoſe that at his death had feared themſelves de- 
lided ( as adverſity 1s a great temptation, and by Chriſt himſelf, 
foretold to be ſo)are every one of them confirmed by /eeing, touch: 
ing, talking with him ; And what is ſeen, and teſtified by them, 
was ſeen allo by five handred perſons at once, Which lived many 
years tO atref? the trurh to all char doubted it ; And at length 
(which was the moſt immediate r7e7;ficar'on of the truth of all the 
former) he is boa:ly and vifbly taken up into Heaven, before 
their Cys. 

When that was done, there was but one imaginable method 
behinde, that, according as he had promwi/ed, while he was upon 
Earth, h* ſhould, beint tmſelf departed, [end the Paraclet, which 
by deſcrnding viſibly upon the «poſter, and by enduing them 
with the g:ft of doing 1ractes, and of ſpeaking of all Languages, 
which they were known never to have learnt, ſhould enable 


them to conwince the World, by the teſtimony of Chriſts Reſurre- 
ion, and Aſcention, and deſtroying of Satan by his death ( the 


moſt improbable means of working v:cterzes ) that he was the 
Meſsias foretold, that Seed of the Woman, that ſhould break the 
Serpents head. On \trength of this, they which ſo lat ly doabred, 
Row cheerfully Liy down thew lives, in t:Rifying of all theſe 
truths : And thoſe ews that did not yet believe on him, were 
according to his diſtin predictions, many times repeated , (they, 


their Temple, in which they rated, their City, their whole 
Natien, and infinite multitudes .of them, whereſoever they. 


were found ) molt Rupendioufly deltroyed by the Rewar Egles 
or Legions, All this ( thus haftily pur together, ſq as neceſſarily 


to omit many weighty circumſtances under every head) is ſure 
proaigy 
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| prediey enough to arte}, and authorize no orea acer 4 change; then 


the cleaver Rex elation of {ome ob/ CHY CY trwths, the confutatian 


of ſome fi 102 Dot?) 186, and the _— * ſome Ceremonies, 


him wv ch Jrall pai/9u w kether this be ms ns in the 
relation, s. e. whether tult there were ever indeed heard ſuch wor. 
ces, Or ſecondly, whether they were not acl/rons of the hearcys, 
or at lcalt the voice of ſome other, and not of God, And to him 
that ſhall make the former ſcruple, I thall be able to give as ſa- 
tisfactory an anſ\ver, as 1s poſſible to be. given, of a matter of 
:4:5 nature, of any the lighteit or weightieſt conſequence : To 3 
matter of rh: zatrre, I fav; :.e, of a matter of fact, (for ſuch it 
muſt needs be,that ſuch a voice was heard from Heaven)and that 
fact paſt ſo many hundred yeers ago : For firſt, that face was of 
nec{lity to be confined to ſome determinate time and place, to be 
done ſomewhere, and why not in 7#dz.4, where it is ſaid to be 
done ? tobe ſeen by ſome particular men, and by them of ne- 
ceſfiry{(if it were to be known)to be arrefted to others ; nay,if it 
had been done ſo as to be heard,and ſeen by the whe/e 7/orld then 
living, ( though that this ſhould point out that one perſon 7e/#s, 
would not be well reconcikeable with that, becauſe his &ody could 
not be in ever place:) yet could not the next Age come to know 
this, but mult be forced to make uſe of the arreſiation of men of 
that Age to reveal it to them, and ſo proceed by the very way 


that now is allowed us,that of faith or beleiving, For ſecondlly, 
fhuuld there at this hour come the like voice from Heaven, in the 
hearing of any the moſt creditable honeſt men of this Age, what 
| way would be expeRted ro convince the Ages to come: ( who 
ſhould not be preſent to hear it ) of the erath of this, but by the 
conſtant affirmation of thoſe, who are now ear-witneſſes of it,and 


by their committing all this to writing now,ſo that all that ſhould 
now live and ſuſpect or beleive it a forgery,might be able to Cx4- 


| mine and diſcover the truth of it;eſpecially,if to thac they thould 
 yoyn the doing of the greatelt Alrracles, which png onely 
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from God,-cannot be conceived to be by him allowed to aff the 
bringing a /ze into the World. | 
 B:yond ſuch teſtimony of eye, Or ca»-witneſſes thus publickly 
and authoritatively proteſted, and conveiched to polterity, there 
is no rational evidence. imaginable, for thoſe that lived not in 
that age; nor doe: men at any time exact or require any more 
authentich proofe of matters of fat, or ground of believing arry 
thing, For as to the voice of God again from Heaven, (which 
alone can pretend to be above this) this is not at all commodious 
to this turn ; for this were for G24 to multiply progegres, in1Dr9- 
perly and un/eaſonably, "tis ſure unneceſſarily, and to all that 
were not pre/ent, this would be again as qze/#:9:26/e 2s the 
former. : 
For the teſtifying an high important truth, which cannot 
otherwiſe be known, God hath been pleaſed thus per/5»ally to in- 
terpoſe his own powey, and azthority, and to ſpeak from Heaven, 
yea, and to repeat that again and again,that there may no matter 


of doubt remain concerning it : But when char hath been thus 


done by God /ufficrently, then are there ſutficient 2xmane means 
to convzy the rruch or hrfory of this fact to other men, 2:2. the 
teftimony of thoſe, that ſaw or heard it. And as it were ridicu- 
lous to ſuppoſe, or expeRt from God, that he ſhould re/tifie from 
Heaven, that ſuch men did hear that former voice from Heaves, 
ſo the ſame Zaw of Goa, and Natare, which forbids /1:ng, as 
ſinful, forbids alſo wmcreaniity, 25 irrational, when 2 thing is by 
un/ufpected witnefles, upon cerratn krowleap, with fo many :- 
provement; ind aivanarzes, thus /ufficiexrly teſtified; And if God 
upon mans ſeveral credalities, ſhould be (till obliged to give 
witneſ3 to his truths by his own v3:ce, then thould he cur off thar 
rule for beleif, which in all other things (agreeably to the difFares 


of reaſonable nature) he hath made ftanding among men. And 


in this caſe to require any higher re/?:91027, were the ſame incon- 
_ venient abſurdity, as not to. ve/ezve any thing upon any other 
ground, chen that of /z7he (which is indeed co miſtake 4yow/edg 
for belerf, Or ev:dence tor adherence, and mult neceflarily leave 
nothing of 257: rewardable in that Faith, which is ſo w10lently 
and #7.470:446ly produced) or to expe a voice from Heaven to 
vive me daily aflurance of all the paſſages, or re/ations of hiſtory, 


and 
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and not to beleive that there was ſuch a man as Alexander, or 
Ceſar, or William the Conqueror,or Elizazeth the late (but before 
our birth) 2 cen of this Kingdom, unlels ſome woice of God fron 
Heaven attelt it to me. | 4+] | 
They that cannot beleive at any cheaper rate, then of a new 


 minuitly prodigy from Heaven, for every at of beleivingha pro- 


digy from Heaven, or (more plainly ) they that will not beleive 
any thing, but what they kzow, mult be f:4 alſo as well as taught 
by miracle, or elſe muſt be obliged C0; abſtinence (greater then any 
man inflits upon himſelf) by continuing conſt2t ro that princi-' 
ple. For no man hath demonſtration, Or infallivility, or evidence, 
for his ſafety in any bit of meat, that he eats, or the firmne/5 of 


any floor he ſtands on ; it being always poſſtble, that what doth 


| molt z0:7r1/h, and /wſt ain, might by ſome Poyſonous mixcure, ſmite_ 
and deſtroy ; that the roof that covers, and pretes, might mi- 


_ nuitly overwhelm and bary us;yet are we not ſuch Hypochondriach: 


in theſe matters of daily uſe, (and in them thar are, it is interpre- 
ted an eminent defect, or decay of reaſon, and not an higher pitch 


of it) as to deprive our ſelves of the benefit of food and raymer', 
upon conſideration of theſe remote poſſible dangers, nor to fear 


N all things but what we know tnfallibly. 
| Sect. 2 Vs { 


And if it ſhall be ſaid chat earing is neceſſary for the preſer- 
zation of life, and that that conſia-ration makes it reaſonable to 
truſt on thoſe grounds, becauſe by dif-uſting, we ſhould ſubject 
our ſelves to a certainty of that, whereof the other is at moſt buc 
an hazard ; I anſwer, Firſt, that this i=fazce was produced onely 

to ſhew, that we think it rea/onable, without fear , or doxbr, to 


_ relie on ſome things, for which we have no demonſtration, or 


hnowledg of the impoſſivility of the contrary, and that is fill 
proved by this i»/axce, though it be granted, that eating is xece/- 
ſary ; becauſe if the necefſi:y of eating were the cauſe that made 
men vewture that hazard, they fhould never ventare it, till the 

were ncceſlarily to ſtarve Without it.; and when they did ſo, they 
ſhould do it with continual 4ozbr, and fear of the poſſible danger; 
neither of which are thought ratzonal, nor praftiled by confride- 
ring men, And ſecondly, the iterpretation of [being fed] in the 
inſtance, was [ the Whole comrſe of men in feeding ] which is not 
the proportioning of food to the necef/iries of life, or the Zeſſian 
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or Cornarian diet, but the free manner of feeding among men, 
ſuch as was parallel'd co the ſtanding on a floor, that mjphe 


on” that is, being in an »pper 700m ; which being not at 


all neceſſary to life, and withall po//i5le in nature that it ſhall 


minuitly be our death,is yet made uſe of among all w/e men, with 


as much confidence,and fearleſneſs, as it is expeted of us, that we 
ſhonld beleive the Goſpel. I 
This may beenlarged to the feverall ba/ineſſes of the world, 
wherein all men a&t moſt confidently ; to that of Traffickive, 
and Tradi»e, and all kindes of Merchandizing, which are really 
mixt with not improbable hazards ; the whole life of the hnsband- 
2924, 15 2 continual example of thoſe, that think fit to adhere, and 
beleive, and af accordingly, without having received any demen- 
?+ation. And none of all theſe are ever counted irrational, even 
by thoſe who have fixed no thoughts beyond this /ife, and the 
thriving , and proſpering in it, and who conſequently are to loſe 
their chief, and ozely good, if gt ſhould miſcarry, and who in 


Sect. 21. 


all things of that nature are 'generally as rational , and wary, 


and hard to beleive withont /ecrerees, as the wiſelt men in the 
World. E. 

And if we willin the buſineſs in hand ( the beleiviag of the 
eApoſtles relations concerning thoſe Teſtimonies given Chriſt 
from Heaven, wherein we have infinitely ſtronger groands, to 
baild our Faith on, ſecarities, and conviltions incomparably more 
pregnant and vehement ) allow it reaſonable for us to do that 
once, Which in all other things we do confidently every minuit of 


our lives, viz. beleive, what we have all rea/0»: to beleive,withour . 


exacting of evidence or demonſtration, there will be no more re- 
uired of us in this matter. | 

That this is direAtly the caſe in hand, and over and above this, 
that the te/?i{ying of the Goſpel hath all imaginable advantages,wil 
appear by a bare app'ication of the particulars. 

The voices from Heaven concerning Chr:ft, are teſtified by 
the joynt-concurrence of all that were _ at them, no one 
finding any canſe of /c-#p/c, or interpoſing any dox5z concerning 
them. Thoſe very perſoxs with the addition of many more, are 
allowed the favor of ſecing him after his Reſ#rreion, of uſing 
all the molt »fal;ble means of /ecurs:g themſelves and others 
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of the reality of this. Bing thus aſſured, they make it the 
buſineſs of their whole /ives after to communicate it to others 
ſome in writings, all in preaching through all parts of the World, 
( whither they travelled on purpoſe to- propagate this truth ) 
2grecing in the whole matter of /fory, and in every circum - 
ſtance of it, The trath of what they ſay, they again back with 
Miracles on one (ide, with completion of preditions, both of the 
Prophets of old concerning Chriſt, and of Chriſt , concerning 
them, and the /xcceeding Ages, ( eſpecially that concerning his 
ſpeedy coming in vengeance againlt his erxcifzers ) on the other 
ſide : Both, Teſtimonies of God, to authorize their teftimenies, In 
' propagating this doAtrine, as they uſe not ſtrengrh,or force, which 
hath been the engine by which all other Religzons have received 
their growth , ſo they never endevour to diſturb States or Go- 
vernments, for ( or by ) the planting this Do&rixe , but always 
' Preach /xbjectior to the powers, which are any where eſtabliſhed, 
and without all refifZance, Profeſs ( and by their actions demon- 
ſtrate ) themſelves obliged to /#ffer , whatſoever their lawfull 
Magiſtrates infli on them, and contend only with their prayers 
ro God, that they may live quietly and peaceably under them, ha- 
ving {till their cr0/5 in their hands, and many«times on their 
ſhoulders, to follow (hrift. And if this were not ſufficient to pre- 
zent, Or tO ſatisfie the jealouſtes-of Heathen Prixces, yet, upon 
that very account, it is the greater teſtimony of the truth of their 
Dectrixe , when they that propagate it, are ſo far from deſign- 
ing any temporal advantages to themſelves , which might bribe 
them to the depoling an #»tr»th,that they actzally part with their 
yery lives ; and conſequently with all capacity of thoſe poſſible 
advantages, and acquire nothing but reproches, and torments and 
death it ſelf ; and all.this without any other imaginable reward,or 
payment, in commutation, Or reparation for all this, ſave only the 
futare expeAation of that,for which they yet had no fartherafſ#u- 
rance,then the truth of that, w hich they thus confeſt ; nay yet far- 
. ther; when they have given this co/#ly reffimony to this truth, God 
again bears teſtimony to them , and by Miracles wrought at their 
HMonuments,being aeaa, they yet ſped k, 
That all his is thus rr#e, is again 1t ſelf zeſiified, not onely 
by records ſtill extant under their hands, who Wrere, the Goſpels, 
En and. 
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and the As, and by footſteps and remainders of all others preach- 
5ng, whereſoever they taught, but alſo by the like conſent of 
the whole Chrrch, i, e. whole multitudes of that age, wherein 
this is pretended to be written and taught, who being convinced 
with the 7rth of what we now enquire after, readily gave up 
their names to the belief of it, and to the conſequent confeſſton of 
Chrift, though the doing it, did in lixe manner coſt them very 


- dear, the parting with their eſpouſed c:/?orss of 1ivings, whether 


among the 7ew:/h, or Gentile world, their pleaſures their worldly 
wealth, and oft-times their /:ves alſo. 

Beyond all this, the ſucceſs which attended it, had ſo much 
of ſtrangeneſs in it (viz. that from ſuch mean and ſimple be- 
ginnings and inſtruments, without any kind of power, or carthly 
authority to back it, without one ſword ever drawn in defence 
of it, Chriſtianity ſhowd ſoon obtain ſuch a viFory over the 
heart of men, in ſo great a part of [ world) that nothing bur 
truth, which hath that over-r#ling force init, can be dezmed to 
have been its Champion. | EO 

Laſtly, that theſe are the Wr1iti»gs, thoſe the tradirion of 


- thoſe eye-Witzeſſes, whoſe they pretend to be, ard that they were 


by ſuch ſholes, ſuch multitudes of men of all Nations believed 
then, and that belief ſigned by the blood of many, by the hazards 
and adventnres of moſt, by the: profelt 20n-reſiſtance of all, this 
is as fally zeſtificd to us, as any matter of fat can be ſuppoſed 
to be, by the concurrent reſismonies of all of that age, which ſay 
any thing of it, and by a gererall /riccrſſtve atteſtation of all in- 
tervening ages, fince that time, (the authority of * thoſe wri- 
tings being never conteſted by any) z. e. by che ſame means of 
probation, upon which we believe thoſe things, which we lealt 
doubt of, and againſt which men cannot feigne any ſod, or 


ſhew of proof, ſave onely that reſtimonies are not demonſtrati- 


es; Which exception will in like manner be in a like or far 
greater force againſt all other things, which we be/:eve moſt con- 
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Set, 28, I am not willing to laws any poſlible ſeruple unſatisfied i in this 
” matter, and therefore I ſhall proceed to that other bolder ob- 
jeRion ſtill behind, That that which 1s pretended to be the voice 
* Ged, [may not have been ſich, but ſome delu/rox of the hearers, 
..or at leaſt the voice of ſome other, and not of Ged, as the de- 
vil in the oracle delivered himſelf by voice ; and therefore though 
. 1t beconfelt, that-if this voice were Gods, i it 1s infallibly credit 
' able, yet there will need ſome certain way of diſcrimination, to 
allure it was his. To this I anſwer, That the perſon whoſe ob- 
- jetion this may be ſappoſed-to be, iseither a bare 7 heiſt, that 
acknowledges a Sod, but not the God of //rae/; orclſe he that 
acknowledges what the Few did, the truth of the O/d Teſtamert . 
I ſhall ceply ſomewhat to each of theſe. : 
Set, 29. To the former, That if this way of o4jecting would be of 
| force, there could be no way for God to reveal himſelf ro man, 
Veracity would be an empty attribute of God, of no fi onification 
co us; For it is not imaginable that there ſhould any greater 
afurance of God; ſpeaking to men, then by the Heavens open- 
ig, and from thence the Spirit of God deſcending viſtdly, and 
Lighting on one, arid out of the c/ouds a voice delivered ; what- 
ſoever elſe can be imagined or named will not be above this. 
And if all the ways that 04 can uſe,be not able to give aflurarce, 
that it is God that ſpeaks, what are we the neer for] knowing that 
_ God cannot le, as long as there 1s ſuppoſed for us no way to 
btn what at any time he ſaith ? nay, to what uſe (as to this 
' Particw/ar) is his 0-2ipotence, if he cannet reveal himſelf to us in 
ſuch a way, that may be reaſonable for us to believe to be hi, 
and not ſome deceivers voice ? Nay, in this, God ſhall not be able. 
to doe ſo much, as any ordinary man ; for be can fo reveal him-. 
ſelf, or ſpeak, as no man that is preſent, and doth not fop his ears, 
{hill be ble to doubt of his ſpeaking. 

To the /econd fort of objecters, I anſwer, That the objetion will 
loſe all its ſeeming force, if it be remembred ->that aithough 
now among us,woices from, Heaven,are not heard, and (therefore 
we are not At this d /Zance ſo competent judges of the clearneſs 
or certainty, that ſuch, when they were, were not deluſions, and 
accorcingly the Tent required of us of this age, 1s but proportice 


able to the orewnds of belief, which we erjoy) ver among that 
people 


Sed. 20. 
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people of the Fees, this was very ordinary. Gods*Law was given 
ro doſes in that manner, and God /ead that people by a pillar of 
cloud, and fire, which was anſwerable to this: And in after 
times under the /econd Temple, they confeſs this the onely Way 
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of Gods revealing himſelf to them. And therefore in this very | 


matter it was allowed, and pleaded by ſome prime men of that 


people, that if the Spirit, or an eAngel had ſpoken to Panl; the re- 


| ſifting him would be a fighting againſt God : -And thereupon, 


ects 23.9, they confeſſed, that they fond no harm in him ; that - 


God had thus ſpoken to him, thoſe men then thought probable, but 
did not avow the knowing it certainly, having no preſent ev:- 
dexce of the fact, ſave onely the affirmation of Paw! himſelf at 
that time, But had they had evsdeace of the fact, by being pre- 
ſent at it, (as they that ze/{sfie the voice to Chri/#, were eye and 
 ear-witneſſes of it) they would not then have thought reaſonable 
to make any farther qzeſtioz, whether that, which they call che 
voice of the Spirit, or an Azgel, were ſuch or no, and being ſich, 
whether the re/i/ti5 what was ſpoken by it, were the fightin 
againſt God. For the teſtifymg therefore of the 17th 0 ſack 
pretended facts ; and indeed to leave no place for rational doubr 
in this matter, there is yet a farther anſwer, That the power of 
miracles, and the gifts of rongues that attended theſe voices, and 
aeſcents of the Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, were irrefragable te/?;- 
monies, and evidences of the reality of them, and could nor be 
che immediate «fects of deluſions, being ſuch as could ok be 
wronght by the power of the dev, r.or ever were pretended the 
effects of his orac:tlar rcſponſes, 

Many other ways of diſcrimination there arc, by which the 
voices of the devil, or aelnſions magical might be diftinguithed 


% 


Seet. 31. 


from Divine, as that of concordance with predictions acknow- 


ledged to have come from God; and fuch was the voice that was 
delivered at the deſcext of the Spirit wpon Chy:/}, the fame that 
was foretoldby the Prophet, and by him joyned with the mention 
of the deſcent of Gods Spirit upon him. And to the ſame belongs 
allo the Calericn of the ſo many other things in him, which 
nad certainly been foretold of the MMeſfſias, which Concordance 
with Divine 11th, is molt diametrically contrary to deluſion, 
And beſides, of the miracles which he did, moit iyere to aiſpeſſeſs, 
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and col? ont FF «s, (to reſtore health, as they brought diſeaſes) 
who cor.lequently look on him as (and proclaim him) their 
encmy ; and although this may be thought to be done by them 
for ſome greater advantage (as the Devil may ſuffer one charm 
ro counter-work another, ) yet could they not here be thought 
to have uſed thoſe exdevonrs to raiſe Chriſt into that power of 
aeſtroymng them, or to «//;/} their utmolt, to give him an antherity 
in the world. Indeed the whole doQrine of Chrift was ſo di- _ 
rely contrary to that, which had been maintained by the Oracles, 
that it cannot be imagined to proceed from that prixciple, to 
which they pretend. "And the ſtory is approved by Plautarch 
(and the effect hath made it not improbable, that there was ſomc 
truth in it) that about Chri/?s time, a voice was heard on the Sea, 
that the great God Pay Was dead, and an a bellowing , and 
roaring, 25 of infernal meurxers, following it ; and that this was | 
probably the canſe, acknowledgedly the foreranner of the Devils 
ence, and never ſpeaking inthe Oracles any more, 

As for the maxxey of the Devils giving his Reſponſes in the 
Oracle, 1t-1s confelt by all, that then lived, and knew them, that 
they were delivered conſtantly by a man, who was ſeen, when he 
aidit, and was called the: v7224 715, one that ſpake wnder the 
Oracle, out of the caverns of the Earth, (by; the vapor of which 
Plurarch conceived him 1»fpired, 3nd ſo turned Enthuſiaſt) which 
1s a far different thing from a vorce (no man being ſeen) which 
came in a clap of thunder, with a bright ſhining cloud from Hea- 
2:61, This may reaſonably fatishe the importunity of that ob- 
j:Rion allo. - 

Rnd ſo much for the firlt part of the ground of our Faith in 
groſs, the teſtimony on Which it is built , which being an 5»fallib!c 
word, derived and conveyed to us by the moſt creditable means, 
and which we have no temptation from Reaſon to doubt of, may 
fare De concluatea a rational ground of belief, 
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A Digreſi Ton concerning the uſe of Reaſon in deciding 
| Controverſies in Rel, VALLE 


Aving proceeded thus far for the convincing ; of the gain- 
ſayer ; it may not be amiſs to conſider the belerver awhile, 
and give him the hounds or limits, within which Rea/ox 1s obliged 
to contain it ſelf, in matters of Faith, and this even by the ver- 
di of Reaſon it ſelf. And I ſhall do it by a bricf ſtating of this 
Queltion. 
Whether Right ,Reaſon be appointed the nage of "ORE 
fires ? Whether all doubts of all ſorts be to be determined by _ 
dictates of Natare, in the Heart of every Man which bath the uſe of 


Reaſon ? 


To this I (hall ground my anſwer i in theſe 2s Ruler, or Poſtu- 


lations. 1, That 
The meaſure of mans natzra/ power of knowing or judging of 


things, is his participating of thoſe chings ( in Tome degree ) 
with God, in whom they arc as in the Fomntaim. So that the man 
may finde, and behold chem in himſelf as +«/7, chough not 2s 
eminextly,orin the ſame degree, as they arc in God. 

For certainly, if a man dennudate of all experimental, ERS! 
revealed knoWleage, of all forain helps, left onely co himſelf as a 
man encued with Rea/on, ſhould be queſtioned i in any thing, and 
ſuppoſed able to expreſs his conceptions, he would be fain to 
ferch out every word that he ſaid, from within hum, ſay oneiy 
What his own beare could diſcern within himſelf, otherwiſe he 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to anſwer more, then he had means to 
come to the knowledge of ; The work done would be above the 
proportion of the means tO it - ; ee concluſion would have more 1n 
it then the premor/cs. | = 

From hence follows this /eromk Rnie, That 

| Men are art a, /y able to judge onely of choke things, which by 

lore luce Connexion de pend on thole attr:61m105 01 God, which are 


COmmMuUnea: ew tO! I0d part! Cu/ar' y by) men, and are the 11Ke (4s 
D* , | a 


Se, te 
S369 3, 


P 


Sect. 2}. 


FED 
DECCT » 2. 


of the Reaſonablentſs = 


Set. 5. 


Sedt. 6. 


Sect. 7. 


Ren 


far as the adumbration or trexſcript, is to-the exemplar or pattery) 
for k:nde,though not degree, in man as in God. 

Now all Controverſies, (5.e.all things ſubject to Judgement ) are 
reducible to two heads, Goodneſs or Truth ; fo that the 2 weſtion 
now is, Whether Right Reaſon can infallibly judg, what 15 8001, or 
bad,true or falle * | 
And then to this I anſwer, Firſt, Concerning the fi-/? Head, 

For'a thing to be good morally (for Metaphyſical goodneſs is all © 
one with rrth ) depends, by ſure connexion , from that eternai 
;4f15:e which is primarily in God, That being the r»le, as it is the 
Fountain,of all mzora! goodneſs in men, or things : Every thing be- 


ing good, more or lels, as it more or leſs partakes of that jwſtice, 


which is in God, * | 


Now this bzing one of the artrihztes of God, which are called 


- Communicable, it is truly aftirmed, That that ja#1ice, which is in 
Ges the very ſame in /ubffance, communicated to wez, though 


ina lower degree. And therefore it follows by the ſecond rele, that 
man by the light of »atzre, and general impreſſions, 1. e. by a 
power of ſceipg, whatſoever is within his phear, is enabled by 
Goa to judge what is 52257, what not, what morally good, what bad. 
And no man judges amiſs in theſe, things , bur he that hath 
his judgement corrupted by ſome prepoſſeſ/ion, or habituall vice, or 
preſent prevailing remptarion ; and therefore of moral Contro- 


verſies, ze, whcther a thing naturally, or 1n 1t ſelf, be 004 Or bad, 


14/t,or not, Right Reaſon 1s 2 7147. , 
Yet this with this Cantion, or limitation, that it be not extend- 


- edto thoſe things, wherein the Law of Natere hath been elewa- 


red higher- by any poſitive Law of Chriſt, For as Right Reaſo; 


cannor judge what is lawful in any particular Xi»9dom becauſe 
whit Nature hath made lawfal,the 1ſunicipal Laws of that place 


may have forbidden, and made »»/avfal, ( and thar Right Reaſon 


- cannot take notice of, unleſs it be told ſo) ſo in Chrifts Kis dom, 


the Church, when he hath forbidden what Narrwre had lefe free 
and unforbidden, Reaſon ( untaught by Chriſt ) cannot fay, 
that that is lawful, yet generally will be found to bear that 


Teſtimony to Chriſt, that what Chriſ# hath ſuper-added to the 
Law of Natereys Right Reaſon will of its own accord commend, as 
beſt, or moſt /an4zv/e, and excellent in them that do it, though 
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not knowing any precepe for it, it will not affirm that it is »eceſſ- 
_»y,fo as it cannot be omitted without //. 
Then concerning the /econd Head, I anſwer, | 


That for a thing to be rr, i. 6, to have a Being either potential Self, 8, 


or attual, depends partly on Gods Power, partly on his Fi. In 


reſpe& of its potential Being,it depends on his Power,in reſpe& of 


its Atual, on his ll. | 
New Gods Power, though it may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid commr- 
| nicable to the Creature , becauſe all ab:lity in the Creature is a 
gleam of infinite abzlzry in God, yet is not this ſo communicated, 

as his 7#/tice or Goodneſſe was ſaid to be. For Goodneſſe in the crea- 
ture is a kinde of :wage truly reſembling the goodneſſe in God, 
and that a kinde of »ataral image,as is the face in the Glaſle,not a 
voluntary one, which hath its Being from the variable #4 of the 
Artificer, But power,'or 'ability in the Creature, is not thus a 
\ natural image of Gods power,but as a refleRion of a thing, which 
voluntarily, and variouſly calts its beams. Yoluntarily, I ſay, be- 
cauſe the diſpenſing of his Power, either in manner, or meaſure, is 
a fcee 38t of bis 7/4; and varionſly, becauſe he doth it, firſt, - 
equally ; and ſecondly, not fo to any,but that he can.( and ſome- 
eimes doth ) withdraw or ſ#fþend it, when it is beſtowed ; ſo that 


I cannot fay,that as that which is/j-f in Go to be done, is juſt to. 


be done by the Creature, fo what is po/ſzble to be done by God, 1s 
poſſible to be done by the Creature. | | 

The reaſon of the »#: communicating of Gods Power to the 
Creatnre, as well as his 74ſtice, may be this, becauſe it conduced 
not to the exd of the Creatures Creation, as the other did : For 
though Ged intended to make a Creature truly good, and juF#F, yet 
| hedid not truly powerful. Power indeed being in it ſelf not a ver- 
ie, as juſtice is, nor init ſelf morally googd,or evil, and therefore 
not ſo agreeable to the condition of a Creatyre,but rather indeed 
peculiar to the 17ajeſty of a (reator, 

From all this it follows by the /aid ſecond rule, that mar 1s 
not able to fathom Petentiall truths, becauſe Power 1s not the 
ſame im /#b/tance in God, and in the Creature, and therefore by 
what is in the (7eatmre, he is no way enabled to conceive what is 
in Goa, and ſo conſequently to define of any Potentiall truth, be- 
cauſe though it 27 not be wrought by any thing that is in 
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the Creatzre , or within his ſphere of knowledge, yet it may be 
| byGod. * | H— 

: All the watzral impreſſion, or light, that in this behalf a rational 
Creature hath , is that r\vs contradicrories cannot be true at once, 
and therefore I think, all Principles that are not thought fit to 
be proved in any naturall ſcience, ( if they be truly ſo ) may eaſily 
be reſolved into this one, A thing cannot at exce be, and not be. 
And this natural impreſſion riſes not from any obſervation of the 
power communicated to the creature,(for then (till it would hold, 
that though »24z cannot do contradicteries at once, yet God 
may ) bur from a ſight, that this would be an effeR of extreme 
impotency , more then is conceiveable in any Creatzre, and 
therefore cannot be imputed to God, who is conceived Omni- 
potent, nor conſequently to 194z, unleſſe God ſhould take away 
all degrees of poWey quite from him, and then he ſhould be ar- 

_nihilated 
| Now for actzal truths already in Being,which are works either 
mediately , Or immediately of Gods Will, our Reaſsn ts no farther 
judg of them, then as Gods :l{ is communicated to us by ſome 
Images, or Piftures of it , either /#b/tantialland reall, as when a 
thing done, 1s preſented to the faculty, to which it is ohjicible, 
| there a real image of Gods 7/11 1s 1mpreſt in me, (& by that I may 
judg diſtin&ly ) or when it is revealed to me either from God, or 
from any other w:z»eſſe, of which in this matter I am convinced, 
that he partzkes of Gods veracity, i.e. would not lie to me, and 
this may be called an ;ztentionall Image of Gods Will impreſt 


in me. 


- Thus may Right Reaſon judg of things in Being, either becauſe 
1t is ſo really repreſented to the ſenſes, and that is evidence : or 
becauſe is either revealed, or elſe atteſted by God, which Rea- 
ſon knows can neither erre, nor deceive, and this is adheyexce ; 
or becauſe ſuch a concurrence of ceſt;o»ies agrees to tell me ſo, 
as I have no /fet:ve or Reaſon to dibelerive, and this is humane 
Faith, (which may reaſonably take place, untill I either /ee ſome- 
what, or receive ſomewhat by an higher reftimony revealed to the 
' contrary) which alſo is weaker, or ſtronger, according to the im- 
portance of the matter,aurhority of the reſtifiers,my particular dan- 
ger, if T be deccived in it,c*c, 

+1 Hence 
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| | Hencethe C oncluſren is, That 


Right Reaſon is able to judge of all meerly Moral objedls, whe- | 


ther any thing be good or bad morally ; of Natural objects in 
matter of fact, whether ſuch a thing be done or no, by the help 
of the means ſpecified, and by di/comrſe, and analogy from things 
; that we ſee are done, to judg that ſuch another thing is poſſible : 
But of /#pernatnral truths, ſuch things as it never diſcerned in 
Nature, either in the kinde, or the like, it cannot judg any far- 
ther then thus. Either firſt, that though we cannot do it, yet for 
ought we know it is po/zble, (nay it hath a Being) with God ; or 
ſecondly, that God hath affirmed it ſo, therefore I am ſure it is; 
or thirdly, that comes to me from awuthority, that I have no 


reaſon to ſ#ſpect, but on the contrary concurrence of all Reaſons 
co be perſwaded by it ; nay, there are ſome inward Characters in 


the thing it ſelf, that makes me caſt off all jealouſte or doubt of 
ſuch affirmations, and therefore I believe it is ſo. But generally, 


and in thef, itis no way 7zdze of theſe Jalt kind of Contro- 


Verſies, 

And therefore though Goa, in moral actions, even in himſelf, 

ſubmits and appeals to mans reaſon, 1/a. 5.3. Exek. 18. 25. yet in 
theſe latter he derides all thoſe, that goe about to jrrage of them 
by reaſon, 1-Cor.1.20. And agreeadly Saint Paz! in his Preaching 
the Goſpel, for the proving the truth of {hriſtianity, was fain, 
faith a O-igen, to uſe a peculiar way of aemonſir2tion. Fult, by 
comparing of Prophecies in the Old'T eftament, concerning Chriſt : 
Secondly, by A: acles; but 1a pratical matters he appeals to that 
which was Written in every ones heart, Romaz.ls, 
To this purpoſe hath Zz/og45 an Oration againlt thoſe, who 
think to be able to comprehend the true Theolopy of Chriftians 
(4.e, Chriſtians diſcourſes concerning the Perſons of the Deity) b by 
the-Wit, or Reaſon of Man ; and Photius hath approved of that 
diſcourſe of his, that he doth c ral; of Gol Pionſly, and devortly, 
and ſet Chriſtian divinity a pitch beyond humane wiſdom, 4 ſuperior 
to all other © artificial method, or rules of Art. 
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' fo, is the ſame that 


In ſum, it is obſervable in the writing of the Scripture, thar 
generally in defining theſe /aſ# ſorts of Truths, Gods amthority is 
ſer down, as the onely proof of what is ſaid, without uſing any 0- 
ther way of argaixg, or ſecular demonſtration: All that ts indulged 
to mens Reaſon, being onely this ; Firſt, ro conſider, whether 
it be not very equal, and reaſonable to believe God, without any . 
other motive, or topick of proof, even in thoſe things, -which are 
above,or beſide Right Reaſon, nay,againſt the propoſals of corrupt ; 
and ſecondly, to ſearch (by what helps ſoever a reaſonable mars 
prudence and diligence can ſuggeſt, or furniſh him with) which 
is that Word of God, which contains theſe revelations, which 
they muſt believe without farther reaſon. 
377Ps : | 
But not to ſuffer my felf to believe any thing (though revea!- 
ed by the Scriprnres ). but what Reaſon otherwie would lead me 
{ elſr45 perſwaded the Heathens (of his f14e) 
to, againſt (%riſt, to f follow Reaſon, and the rational guide in 
all the aoftrines, we receive, all error ard acceit being, ſaith he, 
brought inte the World by Faith ; and that they that believed any 
thing without Rea/os for it, are like them that delight in Z«p- 
lers, &c, and therefore he/laughs at all rhoſe who requiring not 
Reaſon for what they believe, uſe this phraſe, g Doe not examine 
but beleive, thy Faith ſhall ſave thee, as men that are aiſþleaſed with 
wiſdom, and in love with folly. To all which Origen, as acute a 


. Reaſoner as any, oppoſes nothing, but the Evidence of Prophecies, 


and the Word of God for this rule of Faith, Which if it be not 
ſemply beleived without any Philoſophical rational enquiry, con- 
cerning the things affirmed in it, many will of neceflity ill wal- 
low in fidelity after all that God hath done for the reſcuing 
them out of it, and only a/few find that by rational ſearch, which 
before they beleived by ſimple Faith, | 


CHAP, 


of Chriſtian Religion. 29 
Cnar, HE 
' Of the power of the affeftions and intereſts in matter 
| of Faith. | | 
He belief of Chriſtianity being in the firſt Chapter ſuppoſed Sect » 


to be thus ſuthciently recommended to the znderſtand- 
71g , Which 1s a wel-natrred faculty, and very ready to hear 


Reaſon, when 1t 15 offered to it : There is but one obſfruftion 


poſlible , and that is from mens affettas, or intereſts, and that 


by two ways of proceeding : Firlt medzately ; ſecondly , imme- 


diately. | 
Firſt, they work mediately by the wil, and have ſometimes 
that unhappy ':zfluexce upon that , as by their importunity to 
perſwade it to terpoſe, before the full -epreſentrmert or propoſal 
of the objeR, and ſo to hinder the free acceſs of the Argument 
to the #nderſtanding.. Y — 
Thus we ſee it often in prejzdicate and paſſionate men, who 
are impatient of hearing or conſidering any thing that. may di/- 
poſſeſs them, And thus we ſee it ſometimes in thoſe of a better 
temper, who yet being unwilling to loſe any adzantager, which 
they can make nfe of to maintain their preſent perſwaſtons, are 
ſo intent upon their own part of the diſþare, that they do not 
reccive the opps/ite Arguments, With that equal Fuftice of 1m- 
proving them to the he;ght, with which they are oftered, or to 
which if it had happened, that they had undertaken the mainte- 
14:ce of the other part, they could have he10/::ved them.” This 
latter, being not an. of fo great a a:temper, is not ſo dil- 
cerdible (to our ſeives eſpeciaily} as the other, bur yet is a favlt, 
and that'of ill conſequence, and a deviation from the rules of 


aiſtribetive Juſtice, which would aliow as much of our attention, - 


or ailcgence to the improving of the Arg»merts of the one part, 
as of the otavr, and expreſs as impartial a kindneſ5 to the Neigh- 
bor as to my /i!f, And in allthis the 7:4 is culpable for being 
thus (more or icile) ;z/7ramentall to the affetions:And lo it is Ne- 
oatwe!y alto, Whenſoever we do not ule that ind«/?ry of [earch 2s 
our £44179; Fermits, and the mmportance of the matter requires 


Of Us, But 
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E. Colt. CT Ur then ſecondly, The affefions and #mterefts do themſelves 
©. immediately, ſometimes, perform their own buſineſs, they cloud 
| and darken the wnderſtin ling, and make it leſs capable and recep- 

|» tive of ſuch repreſentations as are made f0 it, | 
Sed. 5. This made Ar:/torle to affirm, That Pea/vres are in ſome men . 

a corruptive of principles, 3. e. that thoſe common aifares of 
vature, Cc. Which are by all anbyaſled men naturally conſented. 
to as true, and unqueltioned, do yet to vo/upruorus men (and the 
ſame holds in matter of fear, and i»teref?, and the other paſſions, 
and ill habits alſo) become matter of di/þzte, whether they be 
true ornot ; not becauſe in Reaſon any thing can: there be offcr- 
ed fit to infuſe ſcruples into a ational man, or to combat with the 
far greater potency of Reaſox on the other ſide, which denomi- 
EN nated them principles, but becauſe theſe rational diQtates having 
- ſomewhat in them which 1s contrary to,and unreconcileable with 
 paſſions,and ſexſitive pleaſares,thoſe conſequently that have indul- 
gcd to them, and eſpouſed them ,as the molt deſrreable things,do, 
for the enjoying of them,vndervalue, & deſpiſe the rational Argu- 
ments,vhich would coſt them'ſo dear(even the parting with their 

 tuſt5) if they continued 1n that reputation, which is due to them, 
Sect,6,.  Hencersif, that the more prudent of Heathen Philoſophers 
* *  havepropoſed it as the belt preparative, to the frudying and 
ſearch of trath, to have mens affedtions and appetites well re- 
eulatcd firſt (though not by reading, or ſtudying the Books, of 

Science of Morals or Ethicks, yet) by Þ aſſuetwde, and wirtuo 

cuſtome, by inartificial precepts, and ſober education, ec. modera- 
cing.and tempering their paſ/zons, and bringing them c ro live Or = 
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#195759) © thedoxly,d lelt having their Reaſon diſturbed by paſſions, they be net 
nh £9O- "" ableto paſs an exatt judgment of things; And withont this, ſay 
ee a - they, it z5 45 imapoſſivle for a man td behold and juag aright of truths 
_” * (fuchtraths as have any thing any way contrary to paſſions) © 4; 


Catheg.Ariſt. for a man with ſore eyes to behold illuſtrious [plendid ovjects, withert 
Cood2Sofact- being anointed or cured of their diſtemper. - 
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of Chriſtian Religion. | 


Accordingly it hath been obſerved in the firſt Ages of the 
Church, that [/1xurious and intemperate men were of all others 
moſt hardly brought to beleive the Chriſtian Doftrine of the 
Reſurrefion of the Body, and Immortality of the Soxl, becauſe 
their carnal joyes being ſo material and groſs, and contrary tO 
what Chri/# hath tavght of an Eternal life , and of Spiritual 
bodies , and bliſs, their being ſo deeply engaged, and immerſt. 
in the former, fortified them pertinaciouſly againſt al{ impreſſion 
from the latter, and enabled them co hold out finally againſt the 
beleif of thoſe Chriftian Truths, which others of more ruly tem- 
pers, upon equal Reaſons, and the ſame repreſentation, did molt 
readily embrace and afſent to. | 27 

And it is worth our preſent conſideration and enquiry, whe- Se, J. 
ther they which are now moſt willing to entertain de#brs of the 
truth of Chriſtianity , are either more ſharp diſcerners of eruth, 
then all others, that are not /or then thew/elves, before they ) 
arrived to this pitch of Sranchne/s, and Scepriciſm ; or agun 
whether they have ſerioutly ſpent any conſiderable time in re- 
viewing their Pr:izciples, and, doing ſo, have ſprang any ſpecial 
new Arguments,which they had not conſidered before, and thoſe 
of ſuch weigh: with them,that they wil contentedly expoſe them. - 
ſclves to-all the to ments of Hell ( the ſure reward of an + Ather. 
ftical Antichriſtian life ) upon the bare probability of thoſe their 
eLrgnments, ( Which cannot be rationally done by them, unleſs 
their pretenſions againſt Chriſtian Religion exceed ours for it, in 
Rrength of credibility, as far as an eternal Hell exceeds thoſe 
ſport ſufferings of this life, to which Chri:anity betrayes us, 
Or as an eternal ſtate of ſpiritual bliſs 1n Heaven, doth ſurpaſs the 
tranſitory , unſacisfaftory ſhort pleaſures of ji» in this life ) or 
whether it be not really their freer indulgence to ſome /:hey-. 
ties, Which Chriſtianity admits not of , ( and that more againſt 
light, and againſt the importuvity of Gods judgements, then be- 
fore ) or perhaps ſome charge of affairs abroad, which hath made 
the prattiſe of Chriſtianity a more inconvenient, coltly thing, then 
it was wont to be ; molt men being willing to have the aduvan- 
tages of Religion, as long as there be but few, and ſupportable _ 
cncumbrances , that attend it ; and after changing their opinion 


of it, when they have run any hazards by it, 
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Which truly is ſo far from being ew, or firange, that it Was 
a part of the Charafter, that our Chrift fer upon humtelf, and his 
Doctrive, both in thit parable of the Seed, that fell upon toay 


oround, Which is {uypoſed to be {corched at the riſing of the Sun 


upon it, and by that cloz2 of his anſwer to fohns Diſciples, Bl: ſed 
is be that is net [candalized at me, foretelling them that the molt 
eminent and conſiderable danger to Chriſtiun Religion, is, Thar 
they which in proſperous times arc forward profeſſors of it,will, 
when their Rel:97% begins to ofter them /ma4rr, Fairly for/ake, and 
fall off from it. = 

Thus much hath been premiſed to this ſecond Head of 1-. 


grmerts, ON purpoſe to {how the ir fluence, that matter of advas- 


tage May have on bclief, and that on either ſide , not onely 
where mens intereſts do chance C0 thwart their pry [waſions , but 
alſo,and as diſcernibly, when they appear on their tides, to affiſt 
and confhrm them. ; | 


For ſo certainly did the ſweetueſſe, and wel-taſtedneſs of the 


| Maxna work as efyilly on the Faith of ſome Jews, make 


them as willing to adhere to God, and Mo/es, in oppoſition to re- 
turning to Egppr, as the 2cy miraculous m24xrer of the comin? 
of that down upon them;and the 271/12 and Heacy of ( ananngwere 
very good motives, and alectives , and engagements tothe faith, 
and ebediexce of others : And ſo in like manner the carnality of 
the par.idiſe, that Mahomet promited to his ar/ciples, hath much 
advanced the creat, and facilitated the belef, and diſvuiſed the 
510 Tncſs and abſuraities of the Alcuron. 

And becauſe advantages are not to be difliked, becauſe. they. 
ve fuch, but becauſe they pretend, and are miſtaken to be ſuch, 
when they are nt, and by fo doing, do rob us of thoſe that are 
:-13 ſo, or that are infinitely weightier, and more confiderable ; 
2rd becauſe that which is realy the molt advantagions, is always 
moſt -atioval, molt prudent for man to chooſe and purſue, and 
aſpire to : Therefore it is, that to the former Argument of the 
reaſonableneſs of the ground , or teſtimony on which we believe 
Chriſtian Religion to be true, I now proceed to the advantages, 
that thoſe that embrace ſhall reap by it, both þecauſe moſt mens 


 ObjeRions againſt Chri#ianity, are founded in an opinion, that 


it is not an advastapieus profeſliion, and would have no other 


quarres 


dan 
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aarrel to it, if they were ſatisfied that it were, and alfo becauſe 
_ though advantageonſneſs no way contributes to the making, ' or 
proving a thing to be zr#e or falſe, yer it doth co the maki g it 
more or leſs wrth beleiving, or embracing,( for every ſlight er1t/; 
is not ſuch ) and fo more or [cfle fit to be ſet up in our hearts, as 
our Religions | 
For that by Rc/:groy every man- entertains hopes of acquiring $007, r 2. 
ſomewhat of bexefic to himſelf, and would not chuſe to enter in- = 
to thoſe bands, if he did not promiſe himſelf ſome aar'antage by 
it, isa 92axime ,which I thall not think fit co prove, or confirm in 


his place, - ae 


—— 
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of the advantazes of Chriſtian Religion in the 
groſs. 


{Here is nothing therefore after the teſtifying of the Trth, Sec?, 1. 
ſo proper for this preſent dilquiſttion, as the conſideration 

of the advantages of Chriitian Religion and thoſe advanced above 

all other imaginable advantages of any other Reliion, as much 35 

the cred:bility of Chriſtian Religion 15 above the creaitility of any 

other that pretends againſt it. 

This I am by my premiſed method obliged to conſider here $5727, >. 
onely as true in the groſs, Ani that will be done by this one 
conſideration, which hath been enlarged on * in other Papers: * S:c914; $.- 
That the Precepts of Chriſt, eſpecially his /ypperadaitions to the 
former Laws of Loſes, and of Nazvre, are, beyond all the con- 

 trary vices, or the lower degrees of the ſame wertnes, perfeRtly 
/ - agreeable to Himane reaſon,cultivated,and tmproved,and height- 
ned by Phils/ophy ; fo that that ſhall confeſs thoſe things to be 
ſtill moſt commendable, and moſt excellent, which Chrift hath 
thought fit to command his followers. This might be demon- 
ſtrated through all particulars ; bur 1} thail more (tritly rettrain 
my ſelf to the advantages of a (hrists.n life, by conſidering it tirft 
in order to 071ward, and ſecondly, to inWard 12 nnt ages, -— 
The outward advantages, are again more prevl,ch, or more pri- SE. 3; 
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vate: Or the publick there is none ſure more valuable, and 
more fundamental to all other, then that of Peace, and that is 
ſo immediately and inſeparably annext to the Chriſtian Do-/ 
frize, that would men think fit to be guided by that rwle, were 
but Chriſts precepts conſtantly praiſed, there would be no 
occaſion of 4ſtemper, or diſt:»rbance, through the world, either 
between (hriſtian Poteatates among themſelves, or betwixt any 
Chriſtian Prince, and the Swbjefts of his own Kingdom. . 
Firſt, /» What ſtate or condition ſocver a-m.mn is placed in an 
Nation be he King or Subject, this commands him molt (tri! 
therein to abide with Go ; every man to content himſelf with his 
preſent portion, whether it be of Soveraigntie, or of inferior 
eſtate under /#6jection : Then ſecondly, whereſoever the Smpre- 
macie of power is placed by the Laws of any Kingdom, there 
Chriſt requires ſubjection, and z0n-refiſtance 1n all ſubjeRs ; and 
both by himſcif, and in the writings of his Dilciples b repeateth 


and impreſſeth that fzr more earneſtly on the /z4ject;*then he 


doth the dutie of protection on the Supreme ; and where 
they < conjoyn them both, there they beg conſtantly with that 
of /#bjection in the inferior, as being of more univerſal concern- 
ment to the peace and preſervation of the whole, and as that 
which earns the ſuperiors performing of his dutic, as a,due re- 
w.rd £0 their obcd;ence, Thirdly, Chrilt prohibits /e{f ove, think- 
ing highly of ones ſelf, all covetonſneſs, ambition, animoſites, re- | 
Venge, aving, Or returning of 18JUr ies, whiſperings, backbi ings, ad t- 
ruſts and jealonſtes, all ſcrupulous preventions of 7emote poſſible 
dangers ; and fourthly, he commands doing as we Would be done to, 
bleſſing of exemies, contempt of the wor 11, not valuing any thing 
which is moſt tempting in it, and, above all things, purſuing of 
peace, with all men, (in the greatelt extent imaginable ) as mach 
4s in them lies, and whereever it 15 poſſible, even over the whole 


- world. And fifthly, the Preceprs delivered by Chriſt, (plain and 


intel:igible to all) as they are a fanadard, by which every man is 
eo meaſure his own ations, ſo arc they alſo to examine others, 
and conſequently they will fortific againſt /edacers, and ſlie diſtior- 
bers of a peoples peace, if, according to Chrifts diretion, we 
tric them by their f-uirs, and rejeR and [top our ears againlt all 
thoſe, whoſe doctrines bring not exact concorduuce to Chriſtian 


7 practiſe 
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practiſe along with them. And where theſe precepts are put in 


practiſe, what poſſib'e inlet is there lefr, for diſ?urbance or ſeas. | 


tion to enter ? 

After Peace, Plentie is the molt deficeable prblick good, and 
that is hardly ſeparable from the former ; but, beſide the con- 
:ributions, which all the fomenters of pe ace have made toward 
plentie allo, Chriſtian Religion hath peculiar wates of aſcertaining 
any people of that, if its Laws be embraced and practi/e4: For, 
firſt, {brit commands Libor, and induſtrie, 3nd diligence, banithes 
the idle, as a t diſorderly walker, disbands him as ſoon as he ap- 
pears to be ſuch. Secondly, he makes the rich man his Almozcr, 
or Steward to diſtribute to every mans wants, as he is able ; and 
as he bleſſes his /iberalitie; and renders it the moſt probable 
courſe to make him »r:ch, ſo he convinces him, that gathers, 
and hoarding up wealth is the wcaneff, and withal! the molt 

dſadvantageo:s follie, and that the only real commod:tze, in rich:s, 
is the joy, and happine/5 of r:licving others, and the ennanſias of 
their future reward by ſo doing. Thirdly, he forbids rapines, "dex 
frandings, gaining to our ſelves by any ethzy mans loſſes : And 
fourthly, by putting the wea/rh of the world in a channel, to de- 


ſcend from /1periors to iferiors, from him that kc to him thae 


hath zo?, from the part that is fled, to that other that is empried, 
he nakes a certain proviſion for every part of the bodie. And be - 
yond all this, fifrhly, he hata taught men, that all the good of 
plentie is to be enjoyed in a competence, or 2 /ufficience, (and 
that there is 'onely more 7r2ble, and more charge, and more 
fears, and more temptations annexed to any greater ahnnd.ace ; ) 


And ſixthly, he hath given all his fairhfuul ſervants aſſrerance, thac. 


he that hath the difpoſing of all, and knows what they have 
need of, will never ſo deſtitrte them, that they ſhall want theſe 
neetifivce things, And when plent ze 15 thus interpreted, and theſe 
proviſions made for it, there will be little poſlibilitiz, that any 
people that /;ze according to theſe rules, (hail Fall of that cer- 
tain Sexefit of them. 

Then for the private outwarl advantages to every Ciriſtias 
l;ver, they will be as diſcernible alſo. And theſe are of rwo ſorts, 
Firſt, thoſe that have an wniver/4/ inflzexce on the comfortable: 


neſs, and cheerfulne/s of the Whole life, withour which neithes 
| EY health, 


Sed. 6, 
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health, nor Wealth, nor any particular advantage, will have any 
f. iſte Or reliſh 1 in them, Secondly, Thoſe particulars of health,c+c. 
Of the firſt ſort, 1 ſhall be confident to prefer the obſervance 
of one Chriſtian Precept, Artending to a mans pyrticular call. 
- 2x9, which, as it is the [trift dwrie of every (Þriftiin,uf what rank, 
OT r quality ſoever, 1o is it that, which /weerers the whole life t 
him, that lives orderly according to that rule, It 1s certain that 
aſſweiude, and cuſtome hath a moral efficacie'i in it, tO Make every 
thing pleaſant, that is accuſtomed, (Were 1t not upon that ſcore, it 
is NOL imaginable, that ſome £5 to ſome men, which have 1atru- 

ral averſpons to them, {hould ever be taught to g0 down fo /mooth- 
ty.) By this means, buſineſs and boa:!y labor it ſelf, which at the 
diltzrice ſeemes molt #ea/ie, to thoſe that have becn brought up 
init, proves molt pleaſant and delivhiful. To ſuch an one idle- 
neſ5,and Want of employment 1s really the molt z3ca/ie affliction of 
his life, 

And for him that is rot brought up to either of theſe, yet we 
ſee by experience, and are able to give the reaſon of it, from the 
active temper both of the boate, and zeae of man, that there 1s. 
no ſuch conſtant torment, as the not knowing what to doe with 
his r4m2e, tne having his hours lie upon his hands, for the 7c20+ 
ving of which, molt of the vain, or frfull mix tures of ou: lives 
are fought out, as cxres, Or divertiſements and having no real 
pleaſantneſs in them, go yet imuate ſome, by rieding us of the 
contrary ##eaſineſs, the burthen of that idle time, which is made 
more ſupportable by ſuch varieties, Thus hath that wwcharitable, 
and very mean qualitic of cerſuring, and bakbiting, and deriding 
_ of others, become ſo frequent, and faſhionable 1n the world, (lo 
inſeparable from all our conver/ations, the onely modern 7694 
companie, asit is called) onely becauſe many perſons h.:ve no 
other #mpleyment for their tie, bur that of ralking, and of that | 
ſort this is the moſt obvious to thoſe, who have neither zea! 
enough to their ow# good, nor ſo much of friendſhip to thoſe with 
whom they converſe, as.to make the fas of one another (in 
order to the reforming or fortifying one another) the ſubject oi 
their diſcourſe. To this and all other /is and vazities of this 12+ 
cure; this dutie of ar7c734:710 the calling, 154 certain » Antidote OC 


Cre: Tar advantages of which cannot be more eminently ex- 
ewolite, {. 
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«xemplified,then among thoſe men,who by miſtake are conceived 
to have no Ob1:gation of Calliag upon them, I mean thoſe, of the 
N obilitie and Gentrie in a Kingdome. I ſhall inlarge on this i in- 
[tance a little. 
The Calling of thoſe that are not born to Eftaren, or Poſſiſſ 
os, is generally acknowledged to be ſomewhat of /aboy, or 1iz- 
dsſtry for the acquiring of Wealth, and to them may rea/ozably be 
cor fined that part of Adams curſe (which is yet /weerued tO C,r:- 
ſtians by Chriſt ) that in the ſweat of- their brows they ſha! eat thiir 
brexd, But then, thoſe that have ample poſſeſſions lefe them, [#f1- 
cient for themſelves and familie, (and. mnch more) and beſides, 
a perpetriitie of that to their families for ever, are certainly u1- 
der 60 fuca obligation to /ahor, to encreaſe ſo fair an *heap, or 


to ſpeud that pretious tme and ſweat, and indultrie on the bring- 
ing more water into the Ocean, or indeed more Weight unto that 


burthen of wealth, which lies already an encarmbrance (more 
commonly then 3 real advantage) on their. (y#l{crs. Their call- 
ing therefore, without queſtion, conſiſts in the /Cattering, not ex- 
creaſſ mg, inthe d/creer, charitable aisFrivniion Of that - yeerly rC= 
venue, Which is committed to their ftewarzing, 1. ein the uſing 

that wealth (to the richeſt ad vantages they are able) to the /er Vice 
of Goa, Such 1s the ſpenaias their time, as Zs 2ns nat of one C't- 
22, but of the World, enquiring what is the dztie of manbinde, and 
how they may ſerve Go. cheerfully in thoſe Precepts of Chriſt, 

which arc of the greateſt perfection, obſerving the wonderſul 


things of Gods Law, and the harmonie Which thoſe notes of 4:;- 


cord Hs: which to the unskilful ror r#tuneale car are lo hari. 
This and ach more in reference to God, and then in order to 


men, the well ordering of that part of the Common-Wealth , 


wherein they are employed. the r:/e;vin9 of thoſe that want, 
tne attratiing inferiors, by Exhortation , <> imonition, Correp- 
740, (but eſpecially by exemplarie aRts of all Pietie) to the Prac- 
tice of Chriſt;anitie, and,. as much as in them lies, bringing v4. 
ze 1ntO countenance, and reprtation, ito faſhion, and credit in the 
world. 

That Wea/ch, and eminencie of place are very proper */#ru- 
ments toward this end, will not be ne<<dfull tobe demonſtrated 
here, all that is ſcaſonable will be, to con(tder what a 7 aa 

oy 


——— —  w TT 


5,0 
=> 0 
28 


3 
F 
T1 
DT, 
X 
[2 
5 
2 
3s 


of the Reaſ enable ene(s 


LS 


han 


41 


—— gn—_—_ —_ 


9% 417d Smeetre/, 0 KT onld COMC mM to cv cry ſuch _ Gai nag T7 ing- 


dom, by a conſtant cheorful ; a:tendancc on the feverals of this c.a/l- 
wr,  OVOry One of chem 9h! itely mare Prope' [renalle tg the appe- 
extre Of A Cc CYOMA, IO CNHONS 117 Tel then any thing elle, which his 
ani: Could ſage! to him : Nothing vulgar Or mean 1 it, 
and 'befide all the 229: 640 aclights 1nevery act of each) the 

Lit cranfcengent comfort of havi ng fatished Conſcience, the not 
EE 6y Fog an pre "ory 'c burther of the Earth, the having, in 
ſome mats e. performed the rack, tor which he came into the 
worid, wou'd be to him that comes £0 reap them, unſpeakable 
r.iV1/Lmmerts, 0 a0ugh, at the a: [t, ICE, perhaps che /enſuall {eſto 33CY 
d.icerns not ſuch cxcellencies in them, 

Noxt arc the /evrral particular external ad: vartages, as they are 
the detired poition of every mnawidual man, (which beyond all 
otne as prudential mcthods imaginable) Diedinice '{0] Chriſts Pre. 
-epts provides for us. Otthis fort, Firlt, the he.ilch of the bo- 
dze (the foundation of all other omen rems) cannot bet- 
tcr be preſerved from 4/ca/es, then by ltrit rnles of conſtant 
fOIMPEVANCE, and [obrittie, and of faſting, and abſtinence ſome- 
e:m LitS, of Contrxence, ON conjugal chaſtitie, of actize and tduſts 1 401: 
purſuit of the Hulineſs of che calling ; nor can it better be ſecured 


from W 0114. 3Qd mMaims, and rislent deaths, then by milaneſs, and 


pee: #7 and / obrietie, and bearing of imiuries, all which are the 
in: call charges of Chriſt:an Rel gion. 

The very ſame praſtides, beſide theſe proprieties of advantage 
to the health, and eaſe, and trexgth of the bodieghavein them a far 


w 


creater arliovr, and pleaf ure, and gratefulne/s to the /euſes, then 
wy of the mithriſtian contraries..No pleaſure in cating and drink- 

o, like rhat in the remperare feeding on the plaineſt, "wholeſome/ 
Gict. and ſo inthe reſt. 

F or Rep2t2t10n, another ſpecial outward advantage, tt is clear, 
that beſides, that (briſtian Relipion teaches every man to think 
bitter of others then himſelf, forbids jredging , and reproaching, 

and bart 9:nnp, and fo molt certainly preſerves that Fewe/ entue 
to cvery man, The praftiſe of (hriftian Virtries , commands 
-/icem and value even from thoſe which lealt exerciſe them themes 
{rives. The proud man cannot chuſe but rerirence the meek , 


rhe dc barchr man the remperate, the: zreatelt ſelf -/ecker him that 


molt 
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moſt Jiveſts himſelf of all his ſelf intereſts. There are not three 
things in the World, which ſo certainly bring a good reputation 
2long with them, as Charity and Humility, and Conftancy ; ; and 
theſe three are the prime commands of Chriſtian Relipron, 

After the ontw.4rd, I proceed to the imward advantages, the a1- 

_.. vantages Of the Sorl, and thoſe either of ths life at the preſent, or 
in order to another life. 

The Chriſtian Precepts tend evidently to the betrering of the 5o/ 4. 
[ont in thu life : Firſt, by purging it : The Heathen Philo/onhers, 
Porphyrie,, and divers others, eſpecially the Pytharoreans, Werc 
much concerned in the pollarions of the ſol, which they diſcerned, 
and beyond all things in the World geſired, and endevoured 
the purging them out, ſought to Aſugich and Sorcery to that end, 
but terribly miſtook in that way toit. Our Chr! hath done this 
by the Grace, and D9trine of Repentance, 435 far 35 is necettary 
for an inferior State, Ard lo, is foretold by the old Prophers 
under the (iyle of | rhe deſire of all Nations ] and (he exſpelt 4:00 
of the Gentiles } 3s he that brought with him in his precepts 
and in his graces, I {all /atss; taltinn to all the gaſpings, and torſts, or 
the molt ratiora/,and earne/t apprtites 3DOUt Us, 

Secondly. by cultivating. 'C with all uſeful erowledge, ard erue S227. 7 
wiſdom, | For ſuch, by the Oracles own conftetifion, 1s Pratical 
Knowledg and of that kinde all the P4:/o7phers that ever were, 
never aſcended to ſo high pitches, as Criſt; one Sermon 1n the 
Aſount hath done, 

Thirdly, by ſarisfying it, allowirg it here thoſe injoyments, 
which of all others a rat:onad foul 15 pleaſes With, 7, The plea- 
{ures of friendſhip , of profitable conver{ation, 4 manning, and 
ſtrufting one another, 2, The| plea/w e nd ſpecial cavithmert 
of relieving, and refreſhing thoſe that waxr,of making 2 poor 1144 
Pappy. 3» The plea/wre of contentment, and defiring nothing DUE 

- What we enjoy, 4 The ple.r/ure of 24 rorrer, i reſiſting. and over: 
commyg remprat 1995 Or ul ſorts, bur elpec ally of avercom: ng E710 
Wizh'g 004 ; and, whenever there is any n»plea/ant mixture, then 
F, The ple. re of a 4: front; obedience, ther: by tO approve our {vc 

_ and 2e.4 to þim, w ho hath oven himſe! f for us Us. | | 

And foutthly , by 4a: ly 7 ewar ding of tt: 1, By the -omtortty Sogg, 1 >, 
and j joyous ret x10ns of a good c Con, Crence ( as (R457 15 ict off by the 


F CONEYaTſr y 


—— IEEE INEN 


Sed, 2, - 


Y 
* 
1 
> 4 
2 
I 
Ek: 
# 
; 
4 
8. 
I 
'£ 
: 
Z 
% 


oy 
by 
—_ = 
ee ee ene ER 
wy pwvy A HP: IF =. - Hae ee ere _— ” 


of the Reaſonablencſ 1” 


w 


= 18. 


o. bf 


contrary Hell and terments of a bad.) 2-Þy the ſeverall ea/es that 
the ſeverall Chriftian virtues give men here, the eaſe of patience, 
contrary to the wneaſineſs of rage,the eaſe of contempt of the World 
contrary to the perpetual arndgery, and roles of the Worldlixg, 
the eaſe of the continent man, contrary to the flames, and d/- 
gaiets of the hbidinons. 3. By the preſext experience of Gods lo- 
ving kindneſs here,in anſwering of thoſe Prayers which are /zf1/ 
for us ; in aenyiag thoſe which would be hurrfesl, in reſtr alning 
us ſe metimes, 1n e:vciring us at other times, in ſpeaking peace to 
our ſouls. &Cc. 4.Þby converſing with God by MGN1197, by thanks - 
giving, ſinging Hoſannahs, ard Haleliahs to him, the moſt jpy- 
645 employment inthe World. Nay, by a perpetuall cheerfrelne/7, 
rejoycings alWayes, which, as it would be another mans reward, 
ſois it the duty of a Chriſtian. 5. By the exſpectations of a ve- 
ward in arnctber life , which though future, is yet by the be- 
nefit of two Chriſtian virtues, faith and hope, foreſtalled; and 


 anticipated,and made pre/ſexz to us. And all theſe, if there were 


not infinitely more, were ſure advantages enough.co entertain a 
frort life of firty or threeſcore years, and ſecure it from bring 
weariſoeme to 2 (hriſtian, or from needing thoſe ſinful, ſhame- 
ful, unworthy 4verts/ements,that all other forts of men, on pur- 
poſe,that their r:92e may nut lie upon their hands, are fain to ſeek 
out unto themſcives, 

Laſtly, the adv.mrtages, which 3 Chriſtian reaps by Chriſt, are 
in order to arother life. And thole | ſhall beſt reprefent to you, by 
ſhewing theſe two things. 1. The V'aluableneſs of the reward prom: 


| ſed by Chriſt, and aſpired 18 by Chriftians, infinitely above al 


other rewards, that azy other Religion pretenas to beſtow upon men. 
2.T he Attainablereſs of that reward, and the blame that will light 


' an none but our ſelves, { ſo that we {hail be bound to acknowledge 


our ſelves moſt Rtupidly wrerchleſs, and rational ) if we do not at- 
tain toil, . 

For the former, the YValuableneſs of the (hriftians future re- 
ward , infinitely above the wages of any other Religion. chat will 
appear, I: by the Immateriel:tie, and 2.by the Etermty of it > 
Both thoſe it is defined to be by /hriFt, and by being ſo, is con- 
cluded to be an eterzal, infinitely blisful. late ; And that 


Chri# ſaid trwe in that, necde not again be proved, God Himſelf 


having 
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having 5cen proved to bear him | witzeſ, that all that he ſaid is 


true, The Immateriality of this reward demonttrates it agreeable, 
and proportioned to the nobler part of us,the upper or rational! 
ſonlall other grofſer pleaſures, the Mahumetans enjoying of Wwe- 
men,and the Jews long life in 2 (anaan, being gratifications to the 
viler parts of us, our ſexſes, or bodies, and to thoſe too, in their 
vile#t ſtate, as they are »atural, not as they (hall be ſpiriraal (and 
equal to Angelical ) bodies. 


Havirg fa1d this, I need not adde the ſhamefulneſs, and empti- 


neſs, and unſatisfactorineſs of all bodily pleaſures, proceeding part- 
ly from the covetons roratefnl condition of that beSt-pare of 
us, as the heathens have (tyled the body, partly from the great 
meanneſs, and poorneſs, and baſeneſs of all bodily contents, ( ſo un- 
worthy|to be the amb:2i0n5,0r any thing, but the ſervants, and at- 
tendants of the rea/0nable ſoul ) and the inſtant /arierzes, and irk- 
ſomneſles, that they alwayes are attended with, ſuch, as nothing 
could make any meer man place any conſiderable valu: upon 
them, were not he either cheated into it at the d:axce, by the 
falſe glofles that other men put on them, and by ſeeing , what 


hazards are willingly run in prer/uir. of them ; or were he not. 


early engaged in an habitual indu:gence to them, which makes 
that difficult to part with , which he hath enjoyed ſo long, and 
conſequently which mmitates ſome pleaſure, ( and is miſtaken for 
it) by the contragy painfulne/s of giving it over. 

Whereas on the other ſide, the wwmmaterial, ſpiritual, more /115- 
| I'me ſatisfaftions to the pure undefatigable Spirit, the rational, 


immortal ſoul within us, as they cannot be liable co thoſe 4.;/2- 


neſſes, and emptineſſes, ſo neither are they in danger of thoſe /z:1e- 
ties; and by ſatyfying, and I: ſing that part of us, which is in- 
finitely moſt exce/eat in our narxres,mult of themſelves neceari- 
ly be concluded moſt (uperlatively exce/lext, and delerve, as ſuch, 
to be infinitely preferred, and molt valued by us. | 

Having ſaid this one thing of the immateriality of the Cyri/?s- 
ans futtre reward, and agreeablenels to that part about ns,which 
alone is worth prov:divg for (the happineſſes of the other inferior 
parts being conſequent to, and included in this, and 2 provi/on 
withall being ( by the wiſdom'of our God ) made for them that 
they ſhall no longer deſire, gr. want thoſe cenjoyments, which 
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- 15 perfeAly the ſame, if not, with ſome advantage, better, then if 


they had them ) it is not poſſtyle any farther 3mprovement, or ac- 
ceſlion ſhouid be made to this reward, but onely by the perpery- 
ating of it. | 

And that'is that other part of Chriits promiſe, That the bliſs, 
which he thus beſtows, ſhall in reſpect of its own pleniraJe never 
be exhauſted or diminiſhed, nor again, through the Repentance of 
the doner,or the exvic of any other,cver be withdrawn or forced 
from us. - | 

And this is a great enhanſement, and evidence of the rats: 


»alneſ5 of our Religion, how ſevere ſoever Chriſts commands, or 
- how rigid his exactings are ſuppoſed to be, or what ſ5:iypre/ 
ſoever we here are forced, or permitted to endure, in ap- 


proving our obedience to him. If there be any airfficulry in the obe- 
dience, or ungratefulneſs inthe ſufferings of a (hriſtians life, yet 
the abundant recomper/e of the preſent advantages, and, after 
thoſe. of the /oul-raviſhing unſpeakable bliſs ( infinitely above 
the weight of the hardeſt ; or rougheſt part of Chriſ rtask of 
performances, and above tiie proportion of the ſowreſ? portion, 
tht any prox man taſtes in the afflictions of this life ) were they 
ſuppoſ:.:d to be of the (ſame equal duration, would mike our hopes, 
and patience, and perſeverance perfectly rational, according to the 
hallances with which :5d:fferent men weigh, or Huzbandmen labor, 
or Merchants traſfick here on Earth. : 

But when to every minuit of a r/eaſart, not painful obedience, 
to every mite of preſſure which G:athat ſends,gives ſtrength allo 
00 bear cheerjrilly, makes matter not of parre:ice, but victory, and 
»c5oycing to 15 ) there is molt immurably aſcercained to us by 
Chriſt an eternal (EXE ANAL ) weight of glory,how impoſlible is 
it, that thoſe few ſoure drsps of io ſport tranſitory obedience, and 
patience , ſhould not Þ* droWaed , and loſt in that vaſt Ocea-, 
whereinto within a Wiiic they hall be really, and at the 3»/tavr, 
by Faith, and Hopr, they are ( inifte&, and by equivalence ) 
poured ont? D | 

If there be an; ting now ieft diſputabie in this matter , 1t 
muſt be , whether it wii! not begultiy deeined rational, that 
Ged fnoald ſo ovts- 4 his rreafirc, fo ever-proportion his wages 


tous, reward th?t fn pains lr, which , ifebere were never a 
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Hedwen hereafter,were, at the preſent, reward luth- ient to it ſelf, 
and. infinitely preferrable before: the condition of any other 
mans life. Bur the advantage «of that being on our ſide, we ſhall 
have little reaſon to diſpute or complain of it. 

The onely thing imaginable |to be replied, will be, that {brit 
inflitions are 25 md and as eternal, as his rewards, and the 
reaſen not preſently diſcernible, why our /ert, empty, nauſeated 


pleaſures, the fins of a ſhort life , and the joyes of thoſe ns, far. 


oe then the orte/? life, ſhould be puniſhed ſo /adly,and ſo erer- 
ally, This ſcruple of the ArhesFf hath been ſearched to the bot- 
tome, and anſwered * in other Papers ; and the bricf of it 1s 
this, That the choice being referred to us, to take of the two, 
which we beſt like, Erernal 2 ſer before us on the one hand to 
make eternal life the more infinitely reaſonable for us to chuſe, 


onthe other hand,and the erernal Hell ( whenſvever we fall into 


it ) being perfe&ly our own Act, neither forced on us by any «b- 
ſolute decree of God's, nor irreſiſtible tem pration of the Divel, nor 
our own fle/5, but as truly our i and choice, and mad purchaſe, 
nay, Much more truly, an] properly, then erernal Heaven is 
( when our obediexce is ficlt ſy wrought by Gods Grace, and yer, 
after that ſo abraduntly rewariled by the doner, )\t 15 certain that 1f 
there be ary thing 7r-ational, 18 1s 1n us Nog ae, and perverſe 
Creatures,( fo obſlinate ro chaſe what God lo paſ5ionately warns us 
to take heed of, fo wilfzl to die, when God ſwears. he Will not our 
death) and not in him, that hath done ail. that is imaginable to 
be done to reaſonable Creatures ( here in their Way,or COurie) to 
the re/cring, and '(aving Of Us. 
And ſo this hath by the way demohſtrated alſo, the att::;.- 
ableneſs of thit reward, and the no kinde of faulc of Goas ( he 
hath ſent his Prophets, his Son, his Spirit, his Minifters, his Mter- 
cies, his Frdgements, all ſorts, and new methods of working 
deliverances : and /alvations for us and all lauohrered, and crc: - 


. fied, and prieved, and abuſed| by us ) but all mecrly of our ſelves, 


if through our irrationall prides,or ſloths, we do not atcain to 't, 
I ſhall not need therefore farther ro inlaro: on thar,ceſpecially 
having * elſcwhere abundantly demonſtrated the truth of it. 
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The exceptions gainſ ſome particulars :in Chriſtian 
Religion ; and 1, Gods diſpoſitions of Providence, 


'Þ now remains that I proceed from the gro/s to the reras!, 
| from the general to the particular View 5 and conlideration of 
thoſe particular branches of Chriſtian Religion , which ſeem to 
men at this time to be leaſt ſupported with Reaſon, And they will 
be of two ſorts,cither concerning Gods Providence,or concerning 
Gods Commands now under the Goel. The firſt concerns his wi/- 
dom in diſpenſt7g the things of the #0714 among men, the ſecond 
* his choice of dates, wherein to exerciſe us. | 
For the firſt of theſe, it will briefly be reduced to this queſti- 
on, Whether it can be deemed rational, that injuſtice ſhould proſper, 
and pattence never be relieved or rewarded in this life, as it is every 
. where taught to be the Aethod of God, and is molt eminently 
exemplied on Chriſt himſelf,in his own perſon, in the Goſpet. 
Where firſt, If the qze/tio» were, whether juſtice could be 
really favoured by Gea, or by him fo approved, and encouraged, 
as to be thought worthy of any the leaſt reward , though but of 
a cup of cold Water,by him, or ( as conſentaneous to that ) whe- 
ther Injuſtice by going unpuniſhed here, and by being triumphant 
in this World , might be thence concluded to be an af either of 
ſanity or of zynecence, owned, and commended , and juſtified 
by Ged,by its thus profpering, I thould then, I confeſs, acknow- 
ledg this to be irrational, and not plead, or undertake to be the 
advocate of that Religion , which ſhould teach one ſuch Doftrine 
as this. | 
For this were to make a God ( who by being ſuch, is ſuppoſed 
to be of an immutable Wil, and juſtice) to become iaconſtarnt 
_ and contradictory to limfelf, to forbid oppreſſion, as contrary tO 
his wil, and yet without making any change in the matter (with- 
out withdrawing what he hath given to one, and diſpoſing it to 
another, as in the caſe of the «Egyptians Fewells , and the Ca- 
zaanites lend) to reward it,as agrceable t9 his Wil, to pronounce 
I that 
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Kingaom of Heaven, and yet to give the coverons, beſide an in- 
fallible title to the K:i»gdow of God, continued to him, as a ſpe- 


that| no covetons per/on,, without repentance, fall inherit the - 


ciall| Saint of his, the addition af all the bleſſings of this bife. 


In a word this were the ſame irrational thing . as to 1thrm, ti:at 


thief, which proſpered in his aſſaul , and aRually robbed the 


Traveller, and pcrhaps killed him too, to be by that means rrrred 
hoxest m.an,and that nothing but miſcarrying in his attempt could 
denominate, or demonltrate him a zhief; that no /i2 were any lon- 
ger 2 ſin, if it were once ated, no oppreſſion any longer oppre{/:- 
9x,if it were permitted to come to its fx/ne/s; that every the fou- 
leſt violence as ſoon as it were come to the heiohr, bearing down 
.all the reſeſtances of divine and humane LIWS, = force, did then 
preſently ceaſe to be vo/exce, and by being the loweſt fiend in hell 
commence ip/o facts the molt rewardable Saint * And there: 
fore the onely Religion, that hath been known in the World to 
maintain and countenance this,that of the Turk or aihometan,l 
profeſs to believe abſolutely irrational. 

But for Chriſtianity, that is ſo diſtinAMly contrary to this , that 
the great fundamental Hiſfory , upon which all our Religion at 
once is built, 1s the moit lively example, and dectrixe of the con- 
?rary, For when Chrit himfelf was deltv. red up into the poWer 
of wicked men, and by them arraigned, and reviled, and cruci- 
fied, not mnely the Diſciples ; which were his conſtant atren- 
dants, but his {my of Iriats of Angels, that were alwayes at 
his command , doing nothing coward his releaſe, when this 
conſultation of the Svhedrih beekiing ſucceſsful, and obtained 
the deſired event againſt him { the highe/?, and molt projpero:ss 
opp eſſion of the oreateſt innocence and virtue ) then though 
there were myrc circumitances, which might atfixe this on God 
his Father, and ſee to draw him into partaking in it, then we 
finde recorded of any, or all other fnfsl ations (as that Gods 
Haud and Counſel did foredetermize this to be done , that God 
 foretold it by all his Prophets, and from the certainty that they 

could not lie,doth, when it is done, conelude, that Chriſt oght 
thus to ſuffer, thac they that did it, even the chief Rulers of them, 
had the excule of ſome ;gnoraxce, untill Gods r2i/ing him from 
the F Geng difpclled this miſt ſrom before their eyes, that what 
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- God had thus forcrol.7,and pr.edetermined,viz.thatChriſt ſhould ſuf- 
fer he had thus fulfilled, Acts 3.18. that he that ſuftcred,voluntarily 


laid down his life, and by-a ſpeedy taking it up aga'n, was freed 
from the ſad: /t part-of death, the remaining under the power ot 
i, nay was, in the 1fue, ſo far from being the wor/e for /ufferixy, 
that, beſide che glorious advantages that came to. his diſciples and 
children by it, he himſelf was in that Lamane nitne of his highly 
rewarded and exalted for this his ſuffering ; though,l ſay. all theſe 
circumſtances concurred to make the 7zjury /e/s, the crime more 


excuſable, and altogether more fir, and more honourable to be 
\ chargedupon God,and lo to turn it from the crime of mrther,to 


the verrue of obedience to Gods will, and charity, and benefaRion 
to mankinde,(and even to him thar /wffered)) et this oze att of the 
Jews, their doing, 3gainſt the expreſs commarad, ani will of God, 


 thar thing, which yet was by God * determined to be done, their 


crucifying an innocent perſon, that deſired nothing, but their 4- 
mendment,their committing that a, which by God was forbidden, 
under the Commaniment of mearther , is thought fit by that Gol, 
whom the Ghriſt:ans worthip , to be puniſhed moſt prod g10uſly, 
and «xemplarily,that ever any (1n of the deepeſt die, and the moit 
miſchievous etfeas, was ever prrni/hed, even with the utter Ceſola- 
tion of the whole Nation,and all the progigzes that have been read 
of the greateſt powpp of aggravating circumſtances, the callin 
Heaven and Earth together, to make the «xccution of theſe cr: 
cifiers the more ſolemn and remarksble ; fo far is Chriſtianity 
from owning any ſuch irratioral doAtrine as this, 
But this being thus diſclaimed, and the DoQrine , which is ac- 
knowledged to be Chri/:an,being cleared to be onely this, that in 
Gods aiſpenſations and providence, and governing of the World, 
under the Go#pel,it is not uoulual for wuſtice to proſper, and paAti- 
ence, and innocence never to be relieved, or rewarded in this life. 
This I ſha!l now aſſume on me to be clear to be perfectly reaſon 


able ; and it ſhall be by thus taking it aſunder. 


Firſt, That w:ched men [hould be permitted to be w.ckhed wir 
all 'fair ratienable means have ſucceſslcſ]ly becn uſed. ro bring 
them tO repentance, tO reſtrain them from Waxing worſe and 
worſ? ; that they that will not ez by all the probabl:ff, and 
moſt cfteQual 'means, ſhould at laſt be /fe to themſelves, and 
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become incorrigible ; , that God fhould not proceed from pey 

ſwaſson to violence, and force them to be good (contrary to the na- 
ture of man in this his ſtate of proficrency, who was created with 
a wil, or freedom of doing evil,if he plcuſed, and contrary to the 


nature of free, and rewardable goodneſs, which , if compelled, 


ceaſeth to be ſuch } who will not be reſtr.1zaed from evil without 
force : This will never be decmed rational in God, who hath an- 
other 7rib1nnal to arraign, and punith thoſe, who will not ſub- 


mit to Exhortation, and D:ſcipline here, But on the contrary it . 


will very ill become the ſervant of God for his own eaſe, and /e- 
-xrity, to with the diſturbance'of that method of God with man. 
kinde, to expect that man, which, when he was in i»nocence, was 
created with a /iberty to claſp the evil, ſhould now amidlt the 
britrs, and thorns, after the provocations of a long vitious life, 
have ſuch ſackles laid on him, as that he ſhould not beable to 
break Gods Bands and Laws ; . and all this onely that the good man 
may be protected, who, if he be not, knows that *cis far more for 
his advantage, then if he w ere. 

Secondly, That they which are wicked, and Ws caſt oft all 
reſtraints of Divize and Hume Laws, Which break through all 


the ties, and ſecurities , that promiſes and 94ths can lay upon 


them ( the greateſt proteRion for 1zcccxt5, that any Religion, 
or Law, hath ever provided for them ) ſhould, by thele aava:- 
tares above other men, be able to over: reach, and aefrand g= 
thers ; and by this means having acquired a power of hurting, 


ſhould, when they have it, make »/e of this power, to do what 1 is 


moſt agreeable to their luſts and intereſts to do, This again hath 


nothing in it frange, Or irrational : It is far more ſtrange, that ic 


is not alwayecs chus,chat ( wicked men, allowing themlelves all the 


liberty, and being by their very lins furniſhed With all armor ,and 
inſtruments to work their wi 1, and all zz»ocexrt men, that reſolve 
to continue ſuch , being by this means aſarmed , and naked be - 
fore them )) the wicked ſhould not get the w/ ole World| into their 


polleſſions. 


This certainly were to be expeded, and by this means al that 


have wicked inclinations, would, IN any humane likelihood, be 


' encouraged to at to the height of f their power of hurting, were 


an re not a peculiar hedg of providence £0 defend he mers, with- 
G | | out 
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out any of their own ( conſiderable ) contribations toward it, 


on the throne,or Law,and 7aſtice on the bey 


tend 


| | to 
guard them wonderfully in the open fiel4, without any viſible 


m:ans of doing it : And if this ſhall otherwiſe happen at ſome 
one time, perhaps but once in many Ages, and that for ſome 
very great end, in Gods 3Vi/&sm more conſiderable to the God. 


like Government of th: whole World, then the miracnlous re- 


ſcuing of a few meek innocentsfrom 2 ſhort oppreſſion ( in earthly 
things, which are not worth cheir poſſeſſing) could be deemed to 
be ; therc is ſare no great wo:icr 1n this, nothing irrarioxal in the 
ſometimes perm:tting of it. 

He that were ſecured in his wmheritance 1n a quiet Kingdom, 


35 long as any man enjoyed his own, as C8) were permitted 
h, 


vould never deſirc 
a fairer conveyance, or a longer leaſe of the moſt valued pol- 


ſeſfions of this life ; and. this ſecurity remains to the week man, 
though oxce in many eAges it may have happened not to prove 
ood unto him. | 
And as there hath been nothing ?range,or irrational on the part 


' of the wicked oppreſior that proſþers, ſo next on the part of th- 


patient, Or [ufferer, that /mart; uncer him, there will appear to be 
as little. | | | 


 _ Forfirſt, Abſolute innocerice 1s 2 thing, which ( ſave in the per - 


ſon of Chr:i/# ) hath never been met with '1n Man or Woman on 
che Earth ; and therefore he that is guilty of no fault in exe par- 
ticular, may yet-be c#{pab!e, and puniſhable in 92azy others ; he 
that is legally poſſelt of an eſtate, and hath done nothing to 


" forfeit it in Law, may yet have ſinned againſt God, and fo have 


puniſhments due to him from that eternall Fuſtice ; which if 
chey fall upon his 4o4y , or eſtate in this World, there is no- 
thing irrational in that, but eſpecially if ſo light a Diſcipline 
may paſle for all the revenge, and ( through the ſ»fferings of 
Chriſt, and interpoſition ,of mercy ) avert all future puniſh- 
ment, and be accepted in commutation for the torments of 
another Judicature , this fure is all the charity and bounty in 
the World, that may be admired, but not complained of as n7:- 
reaſonable. | | 
Secondly , That thoſe that for their other fawlrs might juſtly 
be puniſhed, ſhould have this puniſhment inflited on __ by 
not 
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thoſe which themſelves are ' wicked, and are a&tmnally ſuch in 
thus affi;&ti»g them , If this ſeem to have any thing wnreaſon- 
able in it, 1f will ſoon be anſwered by the zece//iry of the mar- 
ter, which makcs it impoſſible for any but wicked men to be 
employed in it, The J/-aelizes were once uſed to root out the. 
N ations , but that by an i»fallible Commiſſion from God, the Su- 
preme LaW-giver ( and whoſe will being once made known, 
over-rules all former Laws) and the univerſal owner and dif- 
poſer of all the World, and the poſſeſſions thereof : And by 
this { ommi//ioz this became to them not onely /awfal, but ze- 
ceſſary, an aR not -onely of jaſtice , but of obedience ; and ſo. 
upon the hike Commiſſlon,the Levites killing their Brethren was an 
aQt of ſanity, a conſecrating themſelves unto the Lord, thoſe 
bloody Sacrifices were in a manner the Ceremonies of their Con- 
fſecration to their Prieffs Office, Bat then, firſt , all this depen- 
ded upon the infallible validiry of their {ommiſſion , which 
had it been falſly pretevded by them, or had they not been aſ- 
certained that it.came from God, their aRions had been as #;1- 
gealy , and murtherous , as eAbrahams ſacrificing his \(6x muſt 
have been deemed, without the like Commiſſion : And ſecondly, 
this Commiſſion was by no means to be enlargeU to any other, 
- but thoſe particular ſubjefts, or matters, to which it was given. 
The 7ews might not at that time have deſtroyed or invaded any 
other Nation, upon the face of the Earth, nor .might-the 
Levites at any other time have killed their Brethren, on ſtrength 
of that command, much leſs may any other Prople of any other 
Nation , on ſtrength of that example. And ſo novw that fuch 
Commiſſioners are eut-dated , when all is left by God in the 
hands of ſtanding Laws, in oppoſition to »«W Revelations, and 
conſequently when that which is molt juſt for me to /«ffer, 
or God to permit { or by proſpering in him, to irflit on me ) 
is moſt injurious in him that doth it, were it not perfeR. 
ſary, much above the pitch of 7r-ati0val, to demand that Gods 
deareſt Children ſhonkd a&t as the vileſt men ? To require 
ſuch explicite contradi&ions , that none but godly men ſhould 
be permitted to oppreſs, to kill, to commit Sacriledge, to lay 
waſte, and to deſtroy, to break all thole Commandments of God, 
which he that doth, 79/0 facto, ceaſerh be to godly 7 If there be 
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any Wickedneſs to be done in a (ity, ſhall the righteous be the 


onely men to doe it ? This were worth wondering at indeed : But 


for the wicked, whoſe trade it is, whoſe joy of heart to be thus for. 
ever occupied , he is in his element , he needs no call, or zncita- 


tion to do it, The trning him out of that office, and employ- 
ing any body elſe, were the greateſt kindneſs to him, as the 
caſting the Divels out from tormenting the man , was by them 
looked on as the deſtroying them before their time , whereas 
the = Angel of Light , would have looked upon it as a de- 


'gree of Hel, had hee been ſent in, on that errant to rorment 


him. 

Thirdly, Beſide the perfet reaſonableneſs of having offen- 
ders puniſhed temporally here, ( which were reaſonable , if it 
were forever in another World ) there 1s a ſecond, not onely 
Zuſtice but Mercy in ſuch ſufferings, on whomloever they 


_ fall. They are eAdmenitions, and Doctrives, and Spiritual 
CHeazcines, Diſciplizes of the ſoul, to aWake us out of ſecure, 


and ſtop in wilfal ſinning, and are by God on purpoſe made 
aſe of to that end, when proſperity. hath been long uſed, and 
experimented to have no ſuch a»ſpiciozs influznces in it, to be 
proper to feed, and fomert, very improper to ſtarve, or /ub- 
dyc enormities, And if the Phyſitian adminiſter a birter Po- 
tion, if the Surgeon apply a Corroſeve, or Carftick, when 
Falips , Or Bal/oms are judged ; and proved to be uneffectu- 
zll, ſure it 15 not the manner of men to count ſuch methods :-- 
rational, - | 

Nay, it will be no Hyperbole to afficrme, that the addition of 
ſuch do:2ments as theſe, may ſometimes yas" to be preferred, 
and more pretiouſly valzed., then all the DoErines in the Book 
of God it ſelf without: theſe , one ſuch ſeaſonable Application, 
then all other Receipts in his aiperſatorie., The Word of God 
oives rules of living to all men, but thoſe ſo general, and w- 
«pplicd, that it is ordinary for paſſionate men not to ſee them- 
ſelves concerned in them, Theſe puni/oments and viſitations 
will be able to bring home, and make us, while we are under the 


Diſcipline, confeſs, that we are the very men to whom by pecu« 


liar propriety they appertain, 
But there is yet a third ſublimer berefir, of ſuch diſpenſa- 
[i — tions 
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tions of God under the Goſpel, which will render them ab» 
dantly rational. And that is the exerciſe of many Chriſtian graces 
of the. greatelt price in the ſight of God, and ſuch as ſhall be 
ſure to be the moſt richly rewarded by him, which were it not 
for ſuch changes as theſe , would lie by us »aprofirably , ſuch 
are Patience, AMeekneſs, Humility, Contentedieſs with whatever 
lot, faithfnl depenaance on God in all e&tward things, thanks - 
giving for plexty, and for ſcarcity too, a ſubmitting to Gods 
will in ſuffering, as well as doing it cheerfully, yea, and to his 
Wiſdom too, in reſolving Gods choices :;for us to be abſolute- 
ly fitter for our turns, then any our own wiſpes ; and laſtly, that = 
Wiſdom, which Saint James ſpeaks of, the skill of Spiritual judg. James 1, 
7ng,which can really prefer this ſtate of ſuffering for (hriſt,(an ex- 
cellence that Axgels do not partake of ) beyond any ozher tate or 
condition of life, _ 2 
Were it but onely for the varety, that all the brthen of the day S7riF. 17, 
might not lie on thoſe graces, which are exerciſed in fair Weather, 
bur that thoſe other, provided for the form or winter, might take 
their rzrns and give them ſome velaxarion,*this would be very ra 
tional and uſeful for us, as Ariſtotle faith, that the change of mo-. 
tions from »p hi//to doW;z hill, and fo back again, doth provide 
3gainſt /a//itrde, more then the conſtancy of any one, be it inthe 
eaſieſt /mootheſt plain,becauſe that Jayes all the burthen inceſlantly 
upon oye pair of »1/cles, without any relief or aſſitaxce fromany 
other. But when withall,every exer:/e of each of theſe graces hath 
attending it an addition of more Gems in our {rown, more de- 
grees of Glory in another World, ( that I may not adde alſo ob - 
preſent Foy, and Satrfattion, and Raviſhment in the preſent exet- 
ciſes here ) then ſure the /xper flyiriec,and pleaſures of this life, the 
any thing that is ever taken from us by the Harper, and Viltrres 
of this World, are richly /6/4, | and parted with by the Chriſt; ar: 
( which knows how much, or indeed how little they are worth 
enjoying) if they may thus bring him in that rich fraight of never 
fading bliſs in another World. And this will ſerve for jultifying 
the rationalneſs of Gods dealing with us now under the Golpe!, 
'n reſpec of his Providence, ' 
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Cnar. VI. 
The exceptions againſt Chriſt's Commands, 


T remains that I proceede to Chriits Commands under the 
Goſpel, and ſhew the rartionalne/5 of them, 

And having done. it ſo largely already on the head of eA4- 
vantages , I ſhall now onely deſcend to that one , againſt 
which our CModern Exceptions are moſt frequently made, 
VIRo 

The great Fundamentall dutie of taking »p the Croſſe to 
follow CuR 1ST; 5. e. of approving my Obedience to 


I 


CHxmr1 587 inallandevery particular, even when the extrea- 


meſt denger, the loſs of my Life is like to be the Price to be paid 
for it. | 

The nzreaſonableneſs of this is argued and concluded from 
the contrarictie of ic to that /iberty of /e/f-defence , and to that 
Law of ſelf-preſervation. ; which zature iis ſuppoſed to diftate 
to every man, And the ſhewing the weakneſſe of this Ob. 
jeQion , will be a full vindication of the +ati9nalneſs of the 

And this is done by.putting us in minde, what is meant by 
Self-preſervation, and what by Nature, and what by Law. A 
man tis made up of a Body, and a Soul, a mortal and an immortal 
part,and thoſe may be conſidered either /everally,or united : And 
conſequently Self- preſervation may be ſet to ſignifie any one, or 
more of theſe four things. Either , firſt, the preſerving that 
material mortal part of him from preſent hxrr, or ſecondly, pre- 
ſerving the immortal part of him in well, and happy being, or 
thirdly, preſerving the preſent #704 of one of theſe with the 
other, or fourthly, the providing for the perpetual happy union 
of them eternally, The firft is the preſerving the boay, and with 
it the ere, and liberty, and reputation, &c, from preſent /o/s 
or diminution. The ſecond is preſerving the Seul in innocence, Or 
virtue, The third 1s preſerving of this /ife of ours, which wee 
live in the »aturall Boay, And the forrth is providing for a 
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joyfull Refs »rrection, and an everlaſting Life attending it. 
Then for Aatwre, that may ſignifi either b/inde wnenlight- geff, 6; 
wed Nature, which ſecs no more then the reflefio upon it ſelf, 
and ths | Book of the Creatures, and Natural inflincts repre- 
ſent to it ; or elſe Natwre , as it is enlightned by Revelation, 
1. 6, by Gods making known ſome things in his Ford , which 
Nature had never known , had they not been thus revealed : 
Such are the Doctrines of our Faith, and particularly the erey- 
al rewards, and puniſhments which are revealed to us in the 
Scripture. 

Then for Laws, thoſe may be either ab/o/ste, and peremptory, Fort. 7 
which yicid not to any /#perior Laws ; or elſe conditional, and: 
{1bordinate , when a ſuperior Law doth not interpoſe to the 
contrary. 

To bring all this home to our preſent diſcourſe. If by /elf= 5eft, 8. 

preſervation be meant cither the fir, or the third notion of the 
r if, the preſerving my boay, or my life, then though it may 
truly be ſaid that it is a Law of Natwre, that men 924, and that 
( when no /#perier Law requires th? contrary ) they 'oxgh:, 
and are bound to preſerve theſe imperfect mutilate ſelves, theſe 
bodies ; yet then as there is a higher notion of a man then as 
that barely fi ſignifies his Body , his Sol being the far more e.- 
_ cellent part of him, and the eternall union of body and Seal to: 
| oether, being molt eminently the Notion , that he is con- 
. cerned in, ſo there mult be a ſaperior Law of ſelf-preſervation, 
then that which commands onely the preſerving the Boay, and 
though hare un lightnes P\tture , that is able to look no far- 
_ ther "then this /ife, doe not give any Law in this matter, yet Na- 
ture being ſuppoſed inſtructed in the Chriſtian Doctrine , that 
there is another life of Body, and $9: after this, to laſt for ever, 
mult needs be reſolved to do it, it being impoſſible, that reaſons 
able Nature, when two things are reprefented ſo diſtant, as the 
life of a fewyeers here in the midſt of ſach ſad mixtnres, and 
an everlaſting -life hereafter in the fiulneſs oF all joyes, ſhould nor 
. enjoyn the preſerving of the latter, even with the contempt of 
the former, when the care of the former may bring any danger to 
the /atter. 


The ſhort of it is, That when eter94/ /ife is in the land of Sect. 9. 
 Chriſ? | 
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Chri# to give to them, that continue obediext and conftaxt 
to him, and to none elſe, and when the fearing of them which 
can hurt, and kill the body, the caring for, or preſerving of this . 
preſent life, doth at any time, orin any caſe, ref, or obſtruct 
che performance of that duty, which (hriſ# then requires or 
expedts from me ; there Nature commands me to 4eſþ:i/e the 
leſs, and preſerve the greater ; and if it be not abſolutely 
willing to Sacrifice the preſent to the eternall Life, and con- 
ſequently to prefer the obeying of Chri## to the preſerving of 
this fading ſore Life, it mult acknowledge it ſelf a b1i1.4e Hea- 
they Nature, (that knows nothing of ap erernall future life, 
and of him that can caſt both Body and Soul into Hell ) or clic 
an irrational wilde Nature, that knows theſe diſtances of 
finite, and infinite, and doth' not thinke them worth con- 
Ns {; | - 
Seet. Io. It is therefore my moſt charitable opinion of thoſe that ob - 
je&t the Principle of /e/f-preſervartion to the DoArine of :aking 
wp the Croſſe, and determine us free from the Ovligation of 
| Paying obedience to| {brift, when it cannot be done without 
endangering of £ftate, or Life, that they ſpeak out of their 
memory onely , what they have read in Books of that ſzpreame 
Law of the preſerving ones ſelf, but do not withall remember, 
that if that /e/F ſignified onely the Body, it was the' Philoſophie 
of them, that knew nothing of the im2mrtaliry of the Sorl, or 
the exdle/ne/s of an other Life, or if they were aware of the 
Chriſtian Doctrines of eternity,they never called the Body,that /elf, 
| that was to be ſo ſolicitouſly tended. 
Sed. 11. And therefore it| is obſervable in the firſt Ages of the hurch, 
that thoſe Hereticks that were- encmies of the Creſſe of Chriſt, 
that tauzht it to be 2 afferent and lawful] in time of Perſc- 
cution to forſwear , and renounce Chriſt, and offer Sacrifice to 
4?" Iadols, were a fort of men (the Guoſticks) that immerclt them- 
burToy SW" ſelves in all unnatural filthineſs , and depended not at all on 
evo; x the Promiſes of another Life, and having ficlt taught, that 
EC oMVULLEVES -—| - 
STa4r2 RuAduTEs F migl x7 Tv5 of) Sroyuſs nalges. Euſeb. l. 4. Eccleſ. Hiſt. 
C. 2 78 devioudar ww aydynals 011020250 Euleb, I. 6. C an. ent of Origen 
0 Plal.$2, | 
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Chrift did not Þ really ſuffer in the Fleſh, but onely- in ap. bh: 2, F 

pearance , would not be perſwaded that. cither hee had any 54, vid. Ig- : 
, © need of ther lives, or indeed exlpeRed it from them, d being natii Ep... ad g 
'. come, as they ſaid,” to ſave their lives, to ate, that they might Smyrn, 2, 2» 

not be killed. Where the miſtake was clear and viſible, that gaexi a>ay 

they thought they were theſe tranſitory Lives, that {Chr;t came Hoxyru) vid. 

to preſerve, and not thoſe other lives, which were to be convey- Cyril, Hier. 

cd over to Eternity. Catech, =, 

| © | alped. 

Non hic , nec apnd homines conteſltonem putant conftitutam , led incalo. Tertul. com. 

LGnoſt. c. 10. «+ Nec Deus humanum fanguinem fitit , nec Chriftus .vicem patlionis , 

quali ipſe de ca ſalutem conſecururus , expolcit. Tertul. cont. Guoſh, cap. 15. <4 Semel 

Chriſtus pro nobis obiir, ſemel occiſus, ne occideremur, 11 vicem exipectat, num & ille * 

. falutem de mea nece exſpectar ? Tert. cont, Gnoſt, c. 1. -” 


The fate of thoſe Gneſticks at that time, was very remark- Sedf. 12, 
able, and that which will render our irrational fondnels of theſe 
bodily lives yet more irrational, Their great care was to pre- 
ſerve their {ies , and their prime dexterity, .in order to that, 
to comply conſtantly with the powerful per/ecautor ; that was, 
eſpecially, with the Fews ; ( for though the Sword ras in the 
Heathens hand , yet the great malice againſt the Chriſtians was 
in the Synagogue , from * thence ſprang all the Perſecutions.) _* Synagogz 
To this end. thoſe Greſticks took upon them to be great zealors Ju4Zorum 
for the TMeoſaical Law of Circumciſion, and generally pieced Ws, wag) 

with the 7ews, an4 approved themſclvcs 'to them, Ar laſt the 7; - 

Roman Army comes againlt Zernſalem, takes Fews, and Gnoſticks 

together, and deſtroyes them all ; and ſo Chriſt was as re- - | 

markably a true Prophet in that, as in any one particular, That F . 
| be that would ſave his life, ſhouli loſe it, ( that very tempo- 

rall life, that all his compliance with the Fews was defigned-. 

to ſave) and hee that wenld loſe , 1. e. venture, and lay down 

his Life for Chrifts ſake , ſhould finae it , 1,e, haveit more pro: 

bably preſerved, and continued to him here, then they that were 

molt ſolicitoxs for it, and, whether he loſt or kept it here, have it 

reſtored to him to continue eternally. | 

| And if that promiſe of the Gojpcl have truth in any fenſe of FoTF. x >, 

't; then is the command no irrational command, of taking rp the | 

Croſs to follow Chriſt, when he can, if it be for thy turn, oye 
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of thy taking up the croſs, without its hearing thee, or, if he do nor, 
can pay thee abundantly, for what thou loſelt, reward thee with 
Eternity. f _ 
Sed, 14-. IF I could foreſee any other command of (%riſt, that couid 
fall under our jealo»ſie , and cenſure : I ſhould proceede to it, 
_ and be confident of approving it exitly rational, As it is, I 
am at an end of my deſigned Mcthoi, and am glad it hath 
been contrived into ſo ſmall a compaſs, bcing now at leiſure 
to retire to my Meditations, which will, I hope, be more calm, 
being thus disburthened, and make it my firſt Theme to 4:/- 
courſe with my- ſelf , how extremely rational it is, that thoſe 
very turns of Providence, which have been our great tempta- 
tion, and they ſay, made many eMeheits among us, ſhould be 
 _— reviewedagain , and upon ſecond demwrer thoughts exgage, and 
inſtru us a// to become more Chriſtian. | 


- Who is wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand theſe things ; Prudent, ana 
hee ſhall know them ? For the Wayes of the Lord are right, 


and the juſt ſhall walke in them, but the tranſgreſſor ſhall fall 
therein, Hol. 14. 9. — 
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